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Working with Him 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


UR Christ could have fed all the great hungry throng 
Without the dear laddie’s upgiving ; 
A touch and a word, and bright Galilee’s sands 
Would be changed into bread, sweet and living. 
But the loaves and fishes He chose to receive 
And bless them in simple prayers ; 
And then,— how ’twas done foolish man may not know, 
But thousands were fed and filled there. 


And now Christ could feed all the great heathen world 
With the bread of His Body, life-giving ; 

Yea, more,—all the small tii I-hold in my hand 
Are needful for my comfort- a 

Yet He is longing to take and to bless 
My loaves and my fishes small ; 

I need not understand the great miracle wrought, 
I have only to give to Him all. 


A bit denied here and a little saved there,— 
So little I scarcely believe 
That through it some dark heart will open up wide 
And the light of His great love receive. 
O infinite grace, low-stooping to us, 
We know not such breadth and such length, 
Oh, may we forget that our giving is weak, 
And remember Thy miracle-strength. 








When God Seems to Forget 


Has God, today, seemed to forget you? It is only 
seeming: he has not forgotten you. His people said, 
long ago, “The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord 
hath forgotten me.” And God answered: “Can a 
woman forget her sucking child, that she should not 
have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they 
may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have 
graven thee upon the palms of my hands” (Isa. 40: 
14-16). When God seems to forget, it is only be- 
cause he loves us so much; he will show his love to 
us in a more wonderful way by his seeming forgetful- 
ness. He is asking us whether we really trust him. 
Do we? He loves us today with a yearning, tender, 
and unsearchable love that goes infinitely beyond the 
best love we Have ever dared ask or think. Mary and 
Martha were sure the Lord Jesus had forgotten them 
when their brother Lazarus was sick unto death; they 
had sent him word, and he would not come.. A day 
passed, and still the Lord’ stayed away. - Another day 
passed, and their Lord ‘stayed away. How cruel. it 
seemed! Finally he came to them — but it seenied too 
late then. Yet he worked a miracle of love for which 


Mary and Martha and Lazarus are praising him today 
in Heaven, as they praised him that day long ago when 
he came to them and showed them why he had seemed 
to forget them. But God does sometimes forget. And 
he never remembers again the thing that he forgets. 
If we bring him our sins, and confess them to him, he 
forgets them forever. He never forgets the sinner; 
but — wonder of wonders —he ‘forgets the sinner’s 
sins, “Thou shalt not be forgotten of me,” he prom- 
ises every child of his; and he hastens to add, “I have 
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, 
as a cloud, thy sins” (Isa. 44:21, 22). If God has 
seemed to forget us today it is only because he is re- 
membering to do something for us infinitely better than 
we are“*longing to have him do. His seeming forget- 
fulness is “the trial of your faith, being much more 
precious than of gold that perisheth” tt Pet. 1:7). 
We shall remember this when our faith is replaced by 
sight. Shall we not trust our God whose love always 
remembers our need? 
a”. 


What Saves? 


What is the greatest saving force in the world? 
Opinions differ. The power of example, some will 
say. A great and uplifting motive; a difficult - and 
worthy objective to reach; a true love in one’s heart 
for a worthy object; unsparing condemnation of one’s 
sin,— all these methods are suggested. The Keswick 
Calendar contains an interesting incident that throws 
light on the question. “Dr. Dale, one of the acutest 
judges of things in his day, gave an estimate of Mr. 
Moody’s visits to Birmingham —the first fruitful in 
conversions; the second fruitful in interest, but scant 
in conversions. He traced this to the fact that on the 
first visit Mr. Moody preached the Gospel of free 
grace, and forgiveness, and salvation; but on the second 
visit, because of the slackness of the times, he preached 
rather repentance, and restitution, and good living. It 
was the Gospel of free grace that wrought the mir- 
acle. It is not John’s Gospel, but Jesus’ Gospel, that 
is going to save people.” Repentance, restitution, and 
good living are all important; they are duties that men 
owe to God and their fellow men. But the Gospel 


’ tells us, not what we should do for God and for others, 


but what God has done for us. We may have many 
opinions of men as to what saves; God does not offer 
us Opinions, but final truth; and his Word tells us that 
“the grace of God . bringeth salvation” (Tit. 
2:11). “For God sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world; but that the world through him 
might be saved” (John 3:17). 


as 
Left Far Behind 


Life is a race, and some runners get far ahead of 
others. It is reported that at a conference of a certain 
large—denomination a young Modernist professor said 
to a veteran pastor, “You fellows are getting so far 
behind that yow will never catch up with us.” And 
the old minister answered: “We don’t expect to catch 
up. We are not going in the same direction.” No 
truer word could have been spoken. The journal re- 
porting this makes the comment: “Some of our modern 
churches will never make any real progress until they 
begin to walk backward. The Church must get back 
to the Bible.” There is only one sure way of moving 
in the right direction and making steady progress in 
the race. If we would “run with patience the race 
that is set before us,” we must be always “looking 


_unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith” (Heb. 


12:1, 2). This Son of God and Saviour of men, who 
is the secret of success in the race, is the central theme 
of the entire Word of God; the written Word testifies 
always to the incarnate Word. And Christ himself 
authenticated all the Word of God when he said, “The 
scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35). Those 
who reject the Word of God and substitute their own 
views for God’s revelation are moving away from 
God; the farther they go in that direction the deeper 
they get into darkness and the farther away from 
light. They are hurrying away from life into death. 
It is a blessing indeed that there are many in the 
Church of Christ who will never catch up with them. 
As we let the written Word be “a lamp unto my feet, 
and a light unto my path” (Psa. 119: 105), we can “so 
run, not as uncertainly” (1 Cor. 9:26), but we shall 
find that “the path of the just is as the shining light, 
that shineth more and more unto the perfect day” 
(Prov. 4: 18). 


Pseudo-Missionaries and Hindu Heathenism 


made up of representatives of practically all the 

missions in the Bombay area, met to choose a man 
for the post of Marathi literature missionary. The ap- 
pointment fell to one who denies the Virgin Birth, the 
Resurrection, and the Atonement of Jesus Christ. 
When the vote was taken there was a tie, broken 
finally by the casting vote of the chairman in favor 
of this unbeliever. The notable thing was that the 
Indian pastors were almost unanimous in opposition: 
the foreign missionaries in his favor. 

It is a striking thing that those who in the name 
of reason pare away teaching after teaching from the 
historic faith are often just the ones who are most 
anxious to add to the faith a variety of incredible and 
unchristian appendages. This is what is going on in 
much of the present-day missionary life of India. A 
few examples may be noted. 

The National Christian Council Review, organ of 
federated missions in India, prints an article by a Mr. 
Chenchiah which advocates. “a living fusion of Hin- 
duism and Christianity.” “In pressing toward the 
heart of Hindu heritage the Indian Christian is forg- 
ing near. the heart of Christ himself. A recovery of 
this Hindu heritage may give back to the church that 
wealth of emotion, that depth of sincerity, which 
are essential to the higher Christian life. Reliving all 
that is purest (!) in Hinduism may be the very con- 
dition of that understanding of Christ which is to be 
India’s contribution to the spiritual experience of 
- Christendom.:... . Hinduism is not a pagan world to 
be conquered but a pilgrimage to be gone through. The 
Lord ‘sits ‘in the heart of Hinduism beckoning the 
church to him. What we call Hinduism and Chris- 
tianity are but essential stages in the venture of hu- 
manity to reach forward toward Christ.” 


Ss time since, the Bombay Christian Council, 


And the organ of evangelical missions in India gives 
currency to these utterances. Those who still believe 
that black is tlack and white is white, who still dif- 
ferentiate between the impure and the pure, between 
heathenism and Christ, will find it hard to continue 
their contributions to missions in India“in so far as 
they are related to organizations federated with the 
National Council. 

Dnyanodaya is a weekly mission paper with sec- 
tions in English and vernacular. Its editor is the 
Rev. Justin Edwards. Mr. Edwards compares the 
writings of the obscene Hindu poet Tukaram with the 
Old Testament : 

“As the Old Testament throws light on the New 
Testament and as the New Testament energizes and 
enriches the message of the Old, so by mingling to- 
gether Tukaram’s bhakti spirit and the spirit of Jesus 
there will be made possible new applications to India 
of the religion of Jesus.” 

New applications certainly, but a novelty that the 
Lord of the harvest would in no case approve. Mr. 
Edwards would “find the fulfillment of the religion of 
Tukaram in Jesus himself by dropping the nonessen- 
tials and imperfect elements of that religion and by 
developing its worthier aspects.. For Jesus wants to 
do with the religion of Western India what he did 
with the religion of his day.” 

Mr. Edwards is a Congregationalist. The. Rev. 
Francis Kingsbury, at one time an earnest Christian, 
teaches much the same thing. At a large gathering 
in the South India United Church, Chavakacheri, he 
exhorted Christian converts not to give up their in- 
herited beliefs, the religion of their forefathers. “Hin- 
duism is not heathenism.” He appealed to his hearers 
to lead a full Hindu and a full Christian life. This 
could only be done by making an intense study of the 
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devotional literature of Hinduism and the Christian 
Bible, omitting all that is wrongful whether it be 
found in Hindu Scriptures or in the Old Testament. 
When his audience left they were given betel and 
sandal paste and sprinkled with rose water. Betel 
chewing is a repulsive and unwholesome vice of the 
Hindus. This speaker, Mr. Kingsbury, has been very 
properly suspended from ‘the ministry of the South 
India Church. His attachments are now with Uni- 
tarianism, which is also appropriate, for it has been 
the Unitarians, Clarke, Johnson, and Everett, who in 
the past have interpreted the beauties of “ethnic re- 
ligion” to New England. : 

The Christian Literature Society was at one time 
what its name implies. It now appears to be handmaid 
to the syncretizers. Among these are two brothers of 
the name of Appasamy, one of whom has had Harvard 
training. He tells us that “if Jesus blamed his con- 
temporaries for not listening to the voice of Moses, 
with equal power and vehemence will he condemn us 
for not listening to Ramanuja, Manikavasakar, Tuk- 
aram, Kabir, and Chaitanya, who have left behind 
them teaching of such undying value, pointing the way 
to Christ.” In 1924 the Christian Literature Society 
published “An Indian Interpretation of Christianity,” 
by Mr. Appasamy. From a Tamil poem this Babu 
discovers “the relation between God and the Holy 
Spirit.” “Siva brought forth Sakti; and Sakti, Siva. 
Both in blissful union brought forth all the worlds 
and all creation.” -A cosmogony that would hardly 
find favor at the Harvard Observatory or in the Jef- 
ferson Laboratory ! 

Did the reader of these words ever see an image of 
Siva with numerous brandishing arms and abundant 
breasts? Have we not gone pretty far back on the main 
road to heathenism when this monstrosity is made 
equal with God? 

Mr. Appasamy’s father wrote an autobiography en- 
titled “The Fifty Years’ Pilgrimage of a Convert.” 
This, too, is a production of the Christian Literature 
Society. The elder Appasamy seems to have been a 
sun worshiper. ‘In moments of deep, earnest prayer 
my father absorbs into his system the energy and 
life of the light of the Sun by gazing at that light 
intently. Some such experience might have led a seer 
of the Artharva Veda to become one with the Sun... . 
The light of the Sun entering my father and giving 
him life is the Light of God who therefore is Light 
as well as Life.” Note that the word “sun” is given 
capitalization as the word “God”! i 

The mission organ Dnyanodaya informs us that the 
Christian Literature Society proposes to publish a 
book of selections by Appasamy from Hindu religious 
books for personal devotion and Christian worship. 

The other Appasamy also writes religious books. 
I have just run through one on “The Use of Yoga in 
Prayer” (published by the Christian Literature So- 
ciety). The author tells us that every Christian in 
India who desires to come into the spiritual heritage 
of that land and to attain a vivid and intimate sense 
of God must study the technique of Yoga. In this 
way he will be carrying out the precept of the Lord 
to love him with all his heart and mind! Significantly 
enough “this ineffable communion with Christ in con- 
templative prayer” reduces to its minimum the element 
of petition in prayer. ‘We are inclined to ask for 
less and less.” Which certainly was not the teaching 
of Him who said, “All things, whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 

Prayer is essentially petition. Our Hindu Chris- 
tian, if he can be so described, makes of it self-hyp- 
notism. It is the experience of the hen on the chalk- 
line; of those Tibetan monks over whom Carlyle used 
to make merry, who entered into beatific states by 
steadily gazing at their navels. Listen! 

“Particularly the bright sky, green meadows, and 
sheets of water are mirrors reflecting the glory of 
God. The devotee gazes on them with concentrated 
intensity so that he may catch a glimpse of the original 
of which they are but reflections. If he gazes long 
enough with yearning and true devotion he is rewarded 
by a vision of the Sakti herself, of Siva in some bright 
form or other.” 

Again Mr. Appasamy says: “Every student of 
Hindu thought knows that an important part of Yoga 
is Pranayama, the control of the breath. The breath 
that is thus controlled and which adds vigor and 
strength to our prayer is the Holy Ghost.” 

This is surely enough. These Babus, who have a 
background of generations of religious perversity, 
stand professedly inside the Christian church while 
the long arm of heathenism still grips them. One 
can understand their peculiar temptation and _ peril. 
But how can these things happen under the zgis and 
auspices of Christian missionary organizations? Uni- 
tarianism had a theory to put over, namely, the in- 
herent goodness of all men. It had to paint an 
attractive picture of heathenism or abandon its theory. 
Its last-century teachers pictured Hinduism as they 
might who lived ten thousand miles away in the peace 
of New England and with seven generations of Puri- 
tans back of them. But those who serve up this 
blasphemous perversion, who would reduce the mis- 
sionary enterprise to a parliament of religions, are 
in daily contact with the stench of ‘Hinduism, the 


‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


monkey temples, the unholy Ganges, the fakir's, the 
massive moral villainy practiced on women. They know, 
as Dr. Stanley Jones confesses, that ‘all sacred places 
in India are down at the heel, dirty, and filled with 
disease.” Yet they are doing just what Dr. Jones 
accuses Theosophy of doing, — “spraying a poisoned 
atmosphere with perfumed words and occult phrases 
and thus making it doubly poisonous.” 

That which throttled Christianity for twelve cen- 
turies and still throttles it in vast areas was its assimi- 
lation with classical paganism in the fourth century 
A. D. The Church of Christ in India should be subjected 
to no such experience, nor will it if Christian contribu- 
tors do their duty—this time a negative duty. Our 
Lord spoke of what was in store for those who ofi d 
little ones. The Christians of India are in the stage 
and age of “little ones.” They need consecrated lead- 
ership. They can be easily drawn into places which 
will wreck their faith and hope and lead them down 
into the pit whence they were digged. The apostle 
rent his clothes at Lystra in protest against pagan 
action not more offen.ive than all this. Can one 
think of Paul at Ephesus having fellowship with the 
heathen religions? Did they not rather burn heathen 
books at Ephesus to the value of fifty thousand pieces 
of silver? And was not this proceeding rewarded with 
the verse following, “So mightily grew the word of 
God and prevailed”? Can anyone say that the word 
“‘pseudo-missionaries” is harsh or a misnomer? 




















Revival, Miiiennium, 
and the Lord’s Return 


I am an interested reader of THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
TIMES and enjoy the paper very much. May I have 
a reply to the following questions ? 

Will the millennium be brought in by preaching 
the Word to all nations and peoples? 

What does our Lord mean in the following: “Then 
said one unto him, Lord, are there few that be 
saved? And he said unto them, Strive to enter in 
at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will 
seek to enter in, and shall not be able’ (Luke 13: 
23, 24). 

And the following: ‘Nevertheless when the Son 
of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” 
(Luke 18: 8.) 

Will amalgamation of the Protestant churches, that 
is, those that are conservative and orthodox, bring 
on a great revival that we so much need, in order 
to bring in the reign of the Prince of Peace?—A 
Kentucky reader. 


The only thing that will bring the millennium and 
the reign of the Prince of Peace is the personal re- 
turn of the Messiah-Prince himself. World-wide re- 
vival will not bring the millennium, nor will faithful 
preaching of the Word and the Gospel to all nations 
and peoples; yet faithfulness in carrying the Word 
and the Gospel to the whole world is the duty of the 
Church until the Lord returns. It is true that the 
Lord said: “And this gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come” (Matt. 24: 
14). But some students of Christian history believe 
that this was done in the first century of the Chris- 
tian era; others believe that it yet remains to be 


‘done, and that this word of the Lord is a call and 


command not yet fully obeyed, and upon obedience 
to which his return awaits. 

Consecrated Christian students of the Bible differ 
as to whether the Scriptures indicate that a world- 
wide revival will occur before the Lord’s return. Some 
believe it will; scine believe that the Scriptures in- 
dicate otherwise. But the duty of Christians is plain 
in either case: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world” (Matt. 28:19, 20). 

Concerning our Lord’s question, “When the Son 
of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” the 
Scofield Reference Bible comments: “The reference 
is not to personal faith, but to belief in the whole 
body of revealed truth. (Cf. Rom. 1:5; 1 Cor. 16: 
13; 2 Cor. 13:5; Col. 1:23; 2:7; Tit. 1:13; Jude 
3.)” That there will be a serious and widespread 
apostasy from the faith in the professing Christian 
Church at the end of this age and just before the 
Lord returns is plainly declared in the Scriptures in 
2 Timothy 3:1: “This know also, that in the last 
days perilous times shall come.” “For that day shall 
not come, except there come a falling away first” (2 
Thess. 2:3). 

Our Lord’s word about being saved, and that many 
“will seek to enter in, and shall not be able,” is ob- 
viously being fulfilled today, and has been in process 
of fulfillment through the centuries. False religions 
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of every sort abound, and more today than ever before, 
just as the Scriptures predict. By these false re- 
ligions many are seeking to enter in “at the strait 
gate,” but they cannot. Mohammedanism, Buddhism, 
Shintoism, Taoism, Bahaism, Christian Science, New 
Thought, Unity, Unitarianism, Universalism, and so- 
called Modernism, are a few of the many ways by 
which men seek to enter in and are not able. For) 
there is only one way to enter in, only one door:} 
Christ is the Way, and Christ is that Door. “Jesus' 
saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:' 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John' 
14:6). “Verily, verily,.I say unto you, I am the 
door of the sheep. ... I am the door: by me if any 
man enter in, he shall be saved” (John 10:7, 9). 
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

Amalgamation of the Protestant churches will not 
bring on a revival. For there are scarcely any Prot- 
estant denominations today that are, in their official 
leadership or as a whole, conservative aiid orthodox.' 
There are thousands, doubtless millions, of individual 
believers today in all the various denominations who 
are sound and true; and many of the denominations 
are conservative and orthodox in their official creeds 
or doctrinal statements of belief. But it is a sad 
fact that, in spite of the official creeds of the churches,’ 
most denominational leaders are liberal or modernistic 
either in their personal belief or in their official poli-' 
cies. Almost without exception, therefore, “Church 
Union” has meant a weakening instead of a strength- 
ening of the faith. Official union is brought to pass 
at the expense of doctrinal purity. This is the his- 
tory of most union schools and missions on the for- 
eign mission field, as in the homelands. Therefore 
there is no hope that the increasing union or merger 
or amalgamation of Protestant denominations will do 
anything but increase and hasten the great apostasy 
predicted in the Scriptures as preceding the Lord’s 
return, 

If this sounds pessimistic, let us remember that the 
true optimist is the unquestioning believer in God’s 
Word, which declares that these dark conditions will 
be ended, suddenly and soon, by the personal return 
of the Lord Jesus himself. This is the unquenchable 
faith of the Christian who is “looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Tit. 2: 13). 


= 
Was Our Lord’s Knowledge Limited ? 


Will you kindly explain Mark 13:32, especially 
the words “neither the Son”? Was our Lord all- 
knowing ?—A Pennsylvania pastor. 


Our Lord was speaking of his second coming, and 
he said: “But of that day and that hour knoweth 
no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father.” In these words he 
made it very plain that when he spoke them he did 
not know what the day and hour would be when he 
should return in glory to this earth. His limitation 
of knowledge in this matter was in keeping with what 
is called the kenosis, a Greek word meaning self- 
emptying. It occurs in Philippians 2:7, where we 
read that our Lord, although “being in the form of 
God,” set aside in his incarnation his equality with 
God and “made himself of no reputation,” or “emptied 
himself.” 

Just how far this kenosis or self-emptying went 
during our Lord’s earthly lifetime no one but God 
knows, and he has not revealed it in his Word. Critics 
and others sometimes say ignorantiy that the Lord 
said there were many things he did not know. When 
asked to prove this, they point to Mark 13:32. But 
that Scripture mentions only one thing, the time of 
his return. When asked to mention two things that 
the Lord said he did not know, the critics cannot do 
so, for this one thing is the only thing he ever said 
was hidden from him during his earthly lifetime. If 
there were more, the Scriptures certainly do not say 
so. 
We know that as a growing boy the Lord Jesus 
“Gncreased in wisdom” (Luke 2:52). Thus he was a 
normal boy — indeed, the only normal boy and man 
this world has ever seen. But as to his limitations 
of knowledge while he “humbled himself” during his 
earthly lifetime, or his omniscience during that expe- 
rience, the Scriptures say little. Let us accept what 
they: say, and let us refrain from unprofitable con- 
jecture as to what is not revealed. 


How to Reach Miss Pankhurst 


N THE May 3! issue of the Times Miss Christabel 

Pankhurst’s address was given as 2 Elsham Road, 
London, W. 14, England; or in care of Mrs. T. C. 
Thomson, Chateau Apartments, Sherbrooke Street, 
Montreal, Canada. Mrs. Thomson has written the 
Editor that on account of illness she is no longer able 
to manage Miss Pankhurst’s correspondence. Miss 
Pankhurst’s permanent address is 34 Baker Street, 
London, W. 1, England, 
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A New Expedition to Tell Beit Mirsim 


Studying Bible history and archeology on the journey through Asia Minor 


By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., 


Professor-Emeritus of Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Seminary, 
and Archeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 











name the great imperial name associated with 

the nominal Christianizing of the Empire. 
Eleven centuries later-the Turk made the city Mo- 
hammedan and came near to making Europe to be 
followers of the false prophet and our heritage to be 
not Christian, but Mohammedan. At Budapest the 
rising tide of Mohammedanism was turned back; the 
Hungarians to this day pride themselves on the fact 
that their heroic stand on the field of battle perpet- 
uated Christianity in Europe and for America and 
now around the world. 

Alas! the Turk is still in power in the city of 
Constantine, and, resolved to obliterate not Chris- 
tianity alone but all religion, has blotted out the 
name of this city and refuses to receive into the 
realm a letter to this place that is not addressed to 
Istambul (of which the English form is Stambul). 
Yet, it is today as it has always been in Turkey — 
though the government may be belligerent, the people 
are always kindly and pacific. The old boatman that 
rowed us on the Golden Horn, the merchants in the 
bazaars, the attendants at the Museum, the people 
everywhere are most kind and courteous. It is of 
this gracious people in this ancient war-torn land, 
where Christianity was planted, but where now it is 
almost dead, that we would know now. And _ this 
letter begins with a look down upon the twinkling 
lights of old Stambul from the heights of Pera. 
Here is one of the most romantic views in all the 
world, that gleaming crescent of night lights of an 
old city that is so enchanting, but can also be at times 
so devilish. 


Glimpses of Constantinople 


Sunday morning came with Oriental glory. The 
crescent of Stambul across the Golden Horn pre- 
sented to our view fairy minarets through morning 
mists. Soon the sun dispelled the mists and the 
hideousness of the wooden unpainted homes of the 
common people appeared. But the church architec- 
ture, the mosque with its graceful minaret, is the 
most sublime and suitable architecture for a place of 
worship to be seen anywhere in the world. I walked 
past a tiny mosque, the prettiest church building I 
ever saw, then went into a Greek church and found 
a Communion service in progress. In form it was 
so like that in a Methodist or an Episcopal con- 
gregation at home that I was half impelled to join 
the communicants as they went forward. Later in 
the morning I was present at the chapel service of 
Robert College. It proved to be the baccalaureate 
service. The Roman and Greek churches have carried 
the spectacular and the dramatic in religious wor- 
ship to the great extreme, and the Protestant churches 
generally have neglected the,eye-gate to the soul and 
put almost their whole reliance upon the ear-gate. 

Before plunging into Asia Minor in the footsteps 
of Paul and John, we must look into the great Otto- 
man Museum. Next to that at Cairo, it is the most 
complete, altogether perhaps the most important for 
Biblical interests in the world. Not to dwell on the 
“tongue of gold” like that stolen by Achan, the Temple 
barrier stone with the Greek inscription marking the 
utmost progress of Gentiles in the temple of Herod, 
and the great Hittite accumulation gathered during 
the years since 1906 and Winckler’s discovery of 
_Boghatz-kui, the ‘Hittite capital, there are here of 
transcendant interest the materials for the understand- 
ing of Palestinian culture and the history of Pales- 
tinian civilization. The pottery of Palestine is now 
showing so exactly the various stages of culture as 
the years passed by and affording the means of test- 
ing the trustworthiness of Biblical history. The public 
rejoices in the results. The archeologist asks why 
did the various changes, which now are so helpful 
to us, come about; and whence came these curious 
shapes of pottery. 

It is perfectly manifest in Palestine itself (as we 
have seen at Kirjath-sepher) that the Israelites learned 
their pottery designs from the Philistines. But where 
did the Philistines get their ideas? There is here 
at Stambul a great collection of pottery from Cypress. 
Here are the Philistine types and the Phoenician 
types. Now we are on the road to an explanation, 
but does that road end here? The Hittite remains 
are also in this Museum. And among that pottery are 
the peculiar designs of the Middle Bronze Age, the 
most distinctive of them, with the strange designs 
and beautiful clay and the thin ware. Related to 
the Cypiote? of course, but—did Cypress get the 
pottery from the Hittites or the Hittites get it from 
Cypress? The puzzle becomes more confused, and 
when we pass on to the remains from near Troy, 
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Two years ago Times readers enjoyed frequent 
reports from Dr. Kyle of the many interesting 
discoveriesthat he and his colleagues were mak- 
ing in their excavations at Tell Beit Mirsim. This 
is the modern name of the ancient city of Kirjath- 
sepher, mentioned in Joshua 15. The work is be- 
ing undertaken again this year, under the auspices 
of Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary, in co-operation with 
the American School of Oriental Research at Je- 
rusalem. Dr. W. F. Albright of Johns Hopkins 
University is Director of Field Operations, and 
Dr. Kyle is the President of the staff of archeolo- 
gists. This first article of the series tells of the 
journey out to Palestine. 


As Dr. Kyle’s letters from Kirjath-sepher will 
be published frequently in the Times throughout 
the summer, many readers may wish to share 
them with their friends. This may be conveniently 
done by sending to The Sunday School Times, 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, for 
Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions at 25 
cents each. Such subscriptions, if sent imme- 
diately, will cover a large part of the series. 








confusion is completely confounded. Here again are 
the designs so familiar to us in Palestine. The He- 
brews were an exclusive people religiously and at 
last sociologically, but we are ever learning how 
intimately they were related to the peoples and the 
culture round about, and this relation gives a back- 
ground, and often an explanation, for many dark 
things in Scripture. I am ever more and more im- 
pressed with the greatness of things Biblical, great- 
ness not only in divine truth, but greatness in national 
and international events, and greatness in achieve- 
ments so simply recounted in the Word. But more 
of this as we go on now to the route of the Biblical 
religion across the ancient lands as it came to us. 

The departure for the journey through Asia Minor 
was unusually pleasant. People give the Turk a bad 
name; politically he may deserve it, but as an enter- 
tainer of guests he is now hard i- surpass; we were 
never better treated either at frontiers or within 
boundaries. Promptly on the hour the little boat 
steamed away from the great Stambul bridge across 
the Hyder Pasha to the commodius railway station, 
whence the Taurus Express started on its forty-eight 
hour run to Ryak in northern Syria. We ran for 
some two hours through the luxuriant gardens of 
Scutari and around the eastern corner of the Sea 
of Marmora so like the Bay of Naples. The many 
water wheels lift the water to the gardens and the 
soft sunshine fosters their luxuriance. With a good 
government, and the subsidence of racial animosity, 
this would be a charming place for a home. Perhaps 
changes may gradually bring a better sociological at- 
mosphere. 


The Hittite Mountain Island 

Turning east from the Marmora, as night dropped 
its curtain and the full moon arose, we came to the 
mountain range that hemmed in on the west what has 
been well called the Hittite’s “mountain island,” for 
this mysterious nation had no seacoast. This moonlit 
night journey through the fearful gorges of the 
mountain was a fitting introduction to this romantic 
land of the Greek and the Hittite, the Roman, the 
Christian, and the Turk. 

As morning came, we crossed the line of march 
of the great missionary, Paul, and the great evan- 
gelist, John. Here to the east lay the line of churches 
of Galatia, and there to the west, where Paul was 
not permitted to work, but was sent on to Europe, 
John viewed the seven churches of Asia and left 
us the incomparable Apocalypse. These opalescent 
skies, these azure seas, sometimes so transformed by 
the sunlight as to present the appearance of clear 
glass, and these high peaks touched with everlasting 
snow like the white robes cf the denizens of glory, 
—these all recalled the glorious scenes described in 
the Revelation. Ephesus and Smyrna, Philadelphia 
and Laodicea, and all the rest have gone the way of 
the decadent East, but their likeness is found wher- 
ever. Christianity. has come and their warning ‘is as 
needful in this day as in the first centuries. 

But the seven churches are not the only things of 
that day which have nothing but a figurative exist- 
ence now; there by the roadside is a Roman mile- 
stone, mute testimony of the proudest, as in some 
respects the strongest, empire in the history of the 
world. [t also is now but a memory! Why did those 
civilizations perish? Is death inherent in every civ- 


ilization as it puts its mark on all human life? What 
becomes of all the proud boasts of “religious educa- 
tion” and the “development of Christian experience” 
and the “evolution of man” and the “progress of sci- 
ence” and all those other specifics which boast them- 
selves of an almightiness in the creation of a better 
world? We may well ask, Are these civilizations 
essentially better than those, or only more to the 
modern taste? No civilization, not even a Christian 
civilization, can escape destruction unless it be really 
Christianized; “ye must be born again” is as true 
of civilizations as of individuals. No civilization 
from the days of John to the present time has been 
thoroughly “born again,” really Christianized. Gov- 
ernment “by the people” means government by major- 
ities, and majorities are yet not Christian. “Except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” is the doom- 
mark on the best the world has to offer. It fills us 
with sadness to think that our own beloved America, 
or England, or other great civilized lands of today, 
may one time present to the eye of the traveler tells, 
ruined mounds of ancient cities, like those that appear 
by the side of the Anatolian railway as the Taurus 
Express rolls on with all its luxurious comfort. 

As we turn now to look eastward along the line 
of Paul’s missionary work in Galatia, the prospect is 
not less interesting or more assuring. For a long 
distance west of Iconium, modern Koniyeh (the flat 
plain), and upland plain and part of the “mountain 
island” of the Hittites, has the arid look of our far 
Western States in midsummer, when all the spring 
verdure is turned to brown, “hay cured on the ground” 
as Californians love to describe it. This land is in 
part cultivated and in large part now given up to 
the pasturing of flocks and herds. The gathering 
of the villages on the foot of the range suggests 
the malarial region which this is now well known 
to be, and which may have given Paul that “stake 
in the flesh,” as Ramsay calls it, the agonizing pain 
through the forehead which is caused by the malaria 
of this region. Frequent mirages taunted us with 
visions of cool lakes and dripping foliage. With all 
these seeming drawbacks, Iconium is today, as in 
Paul’s day, a considerable city. Lystra and Derbe, 
not far away, were not yet in sight. 


A Historic Mountain Pass 


Our eyes were now turned toward the Cilician 
Gates, that historic pass through the Taurus Moun- 
tains by which the migrations and the armies of the 
ancient world passed and the modern railway runs, 
from the time when the sons of Noah separated and 
Japhet trekked toward Europe down to the imperial 
visions of Germany before the war which conceived 
of a Berlin to Bagdad railway. I do not know that 
the railroad follows exactly the old trail, in fact, it 
certainly does not all the way, since it runs through 
some dozens of tunnels, the longest of which was 
dug by the British prisoners of- the Turks after the 
disasterous defeat at Kut el-Amara. It seemed half 
as long as the Simplon tunnel. I have traveled far 
and seen much of the mountain scenery of railroads 
from the Alps to Sinai, and the Rockies to the Ap- 
ennines and Carpathians, but the scenery of the Cilician 
Gates for ruggedness and sublimity, appalling awful- 
ness that overwhelms and silences, the Cilician Gates 
surpass all. Just over the summits to the seuth, or 
through a narrow defile in the mountains, lies the 
Tarsun Plain. ‘Here we see the background of the 
youth, born here and brought up amid the rugged 
intellectual surroundings at the feet of Gamaliel, who 
later gave us the sublime heights of Pauline . the- 
ology. As Augustine from the Atlas range of north 
Africa, Calvin from the Alpine sublimities, and Knox 
from the ruggedness of the Scottish Highlands, so, 
not from the soft and luxurious environment of some 
modern theological centers, but from the foot of 
the Taurus range and the entrance to the appalling 
ruggedness of the Cilician Gates came the great apos- 
tle Paul. 

From this point onward we are almost in the 
very footsteps of Paul’s second missionary journey, 
which came north from Antioch around the corner 
of the sea at Alexandretta and then west to the scene 
of his labors round about Iconium. We passed: a 
little to the east of Paul’s route. The ruins of Kedesh 
on the Orontes lie desolate to mark two great things: 
the ephemeral character of imperial greatness and the 
far-reaching ways of divine providence. Here it was 
that the great battle between Rameses the Great: and 
the most famous of Hittite kings, Hatusil, was fought. 
Out of it came the treaty of peace according to which 
the Hittites agreed to keep to their side of the Orontes, 
and so in God’s great providence became a buffer be- 
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tween the nations of the Euphrates and the nations of 
the Nile to allow Israel to hold the Bridge of Nations, 
Palestine, and grow great during the five hundred 
years between the Exodus and the glory of Solo- 
mon’s empire. 

Perhaps it is the glory of Solomon’s empire at 
which we now arrive. 'Who founded Baalbek? Who 
can certainly answer that question? Some things 
point to Solomon as the founder or, at least, the one 
who fortified this place, though the great heathen 
temples now to be seen there were built by the Ro- 
mans. We are told (2 Chron. 8: 4-6) that Solomon 
built, among his many fortified cities, Beth-horon 
and Baalath and Tadmor. Now Beth-horon is well 
known and Tadmor is Palmyra, If Baalath, which 
is not known, was Baalbek, it would exactly satisfy 
the geographical requirements of order and distance, 
being about midway between Beth-horon and Tadmor. 
Both Baalath and Baalbek were Baal cities. Solomon 
married the daughter of Pharaoh and systematically 
arranged for the heathen worship of his foreign wives. 
In one of the panels of a ceiling at Baalbek may still 
be seen the face of an Egyptian. These things are 
no more than suggestive; they do not prove that 
Solomon fortified Baalbek and made there a temple 
for the daughter of Pharaoh. But in the absence 
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of any better evidence for the founding of the place, 
they may be allowed some weight. The striking fact 
is that whoever built it originally, and cut and handled 
the great stones, beyond the power of modern engi- 
neering, represented a civilization which, in invention 
and in genius, surpassed in some respects anything 
that has followed up to the present time. Little by 
little that ancient environment of ‘the Bible grows 
upon us and the simplicity of statement of the Biblical 
account becomes more and more pregnant with great 
meaning. 

The dominant figure on the Damascus road was 
not Saul of Tarsus on his face in the dust of. the 
highway, but Jesus of Nazareth in his heavenly glory. 
Our train went down that way with a great clatter, 
but to small purpose and event; but Christ on the 
Damascus road set a-going a train of events that 
has revolutionized the world. He made an apostle 
out of a persecutor, sent the Gospel to the Gentile 
world, and gave Christianity to the modern world. 
Paul that day must have felt utterly crushed in 
failure; instead, it was the day of triumph. How 
often the day of our seeming defeat is the day when 
Christ meets us on the Damascus road! Our failures 
are so often his triumphs! 

JERUSALEM, 


‘sight to awaken unusual interest. 








A Belgian girl who triumphed in life and death 
through the power of Christ 








Why Stefanie Was Not Afraid to Die 


By Edith F. Norton 
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** ] have never heard in my church such beautiful things as you tell me; we who seek to gain Heaven by works 


are always so afraid of death, while you speak of dying as we speak of going to a fair.’’ 


woman said whe heard Stefanie’s testimony. 


That was what one 


She came to know Christ through the faithful witness of her 


employer, and a worker of the Belgian Gospel Mission who heads one of its forty-three posts. They are all 


maintained, with a large corps of workers, through the voluntary offerings of the Lord’s people. 


Gifts should be 


sent to C. G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


in Thielt, West Flanders. I have her photo- 

graph, and the eyes, calm and serious, set in a 
pleasing, but not beautiful face, look into mine as I 
write these words, as if they might say, “Be sure 
in what you write to give Him all the glory, for I 
was but His simple handmaiden.” Fittingly, there is 
printed on the back of the card containing her photo- 
graph (for this card bears a black border and has 
inscribed at the top “In Memoriam’) a Flemish 
verse of which the two last lines may be rendered: 


Thou, O Jesus, Thou alone, 
Thou our refuge art alone. 


What a short biography would be hers! Born 
August 2, 1908, died October 19, 1929—Oonly a scant 
twenty-one years of mediocre existence in a small 
town of Flanders, little education to boast of, the 
last years of her life spent as a servant in another’s 
home. But Stefanie was born again one day, and the 
story of her life after that may explain why hun- 
dreds crowded around the door the day of her 
funeral and followed the long procession to the 
cemetery. 

But in telling the story of her conversion and of her 
short but valiant service for her Master and Lord, 
it is necessary to begin back with the story of an- 
other faithful witness, 2 Belgian business man, Mr. 
R.—, who, before the war, while in England, re- 
ceived a copy of the Bible. He read it, but unbe- 
lievingly for even the reading of it was in violation 
of his own church’s rules. At a later date, in Char- 
leroi, after his return to Belgium, he met a member 
of the local group of Brethren, and this man opened 
his eyes to his need of a Saviour and led him to ac- 
cept Christ. 

Mr. R.— had a brother living at Thielt, also a 
business man, and to him he addressed a long and 
earnest letter laying upon him the claims of the 
Christ of the Bible. The answer was only mock- 
ery. With the fire burning in his heart, Mr. R.— 
was not to be put off, and as soon as he could arrange 
it he set off in person for Thielt to witness to this 
dearly loved brother of the salvation that he was 
enjoying. The first two days of his sojourn, his 
earnest entreaties were met by jeers and ridicule. 
At the end of the second day he said, “You will 
‘soon be coming to me to beg me to teach you further 
of this truth; now I shall say no more.” The very 
next day conviction fell upon the household, and his 
prophecy was fulfilled. 

After long conversations together on the subject of 
their souls’ conversion, Mr. R.— said to his brother, 
“Do you not know of some place in this region where 
the pure Gospel is preached?” “No,” was the re- 
joinder, “I know of no place far or near.” 

Then came a surprise, as welcome as that ex- 
perienced by the leper Naaman when a Jewish child 
captive exclaimed to her mistress, “Would God my 
lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he 
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would recover him of his leprosy” (2 Kings 5:3). 
The brother had as apprentice a small boy, who over- 
heard this conversation, and he said to his employer: 
“I know that at Oost-Roosebeke, only a few kilo- 
meters away, there is such a place, where there is an 
evangelical preacher called Meersman.” 

Fortunately, the brother has an automobile and one 
day the four set out for Oost-Roosebeke. Half- 
way there they ran out of gasoline and when they 
went through their pockets found they had no money 
with them. Now they say it was all a plan of Satan’s 
to discourage and dissuade them. However, they 
were all in earnest, so much so that, parking the car 
beside the road, they walked for the last hour and at 
last reached the hall. There they met Mr. Meers- 
man the head of this post of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, and he not only gave them the Bible and the 
counsel they desired but also lent them the money to 
get back home. Soon they became regular atten- 
dants upon the meetings in this district center, crowd- 
ing their little car with as many as could find clinging 
space, and Mr. Meersman became a visitor in their 
home in Thielt. 

Here it was that he encountered the serving-maid 
Stefanie. She-was a very loyal Catholic who in- 
tended later going as a nun to the Congo; so bigoted 
was she that when confronted with the possibility. of 
a Protestant entering the house, she said vehemently, 
“When that man enters, I leave.” However, she did 
not leave, but when Mr. Meersman began his visits, 
she listened with the others and soon began to ask 
searching questions, and after a short time gave 
her heart unreservedly to the Lord. Meanwhile, her 
employer and his wife had been truly converted and 
began witnessing for the Saviour. In a few short 
weeks he had to close his shop, a meat market, for 
lack of customers,— the boycott was not long in de- 
claring itself. Fortunately, he had a lace business 
also, and since then, that, under the good hand of 
God, has increased. 

One day when persecution was at its height, an 
officer of the Cathclic Church appeared and addressed 
himself to him thus: “Well, what is this that you 
are doing? I hear you have a stock of Protestant 
books at your house, and you know very well that 
is forbidden!” 

r. R.— replied, “I do not need anyone to tell me 
what I shall do in my own house; and furthermore, 
how do you know that the books are bad ones? You 
have never seen them! Give me some proof that 
they are evil, and I will throw them away. Here, 
take one with you, look it over at home, and report 
on it to me later. Now you must excuse me, for I 
am very busy.” Angry, the man refused the book 
and took his leave. 

Next day it was Stefanie’s turn. She was sent for 
by the priest and commanded to appear immediately 
in his presence. She went, and soon found herself 
sitting in the reception hall engaged in earnest con- 
versation: with her aforetime spiritual adviser. - 
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One who is not familiar with a Roman Catholic 
country that has been dominated for centuries by 
this church can scarcely realize the strength of the 
chains by which its devotees are held—chains of super- 
stition, ignorance, prejudice, long established custom, 
and fear. However, Belgium differs from other 
Catholic countries, in that large numbers of its popu- 
lation hold only the most nominal allegiance to the 
church, and many are openly antagonistic to it. And 
alas, there has been, until recent years, an almost 
negligible presentation of the true Gospel in this 
country. Especially among the peasant women of 
Flanders has Rome had full and despotic sway, so 
the picture of a humble servant girl about to confront 
in argument a powerful priest of the church is a 
And one marvels 
that these simple souls, so newly born, learn so 
swiftly and deeply the hidden things of God. They 
feed on the Word with all simplicity and absolute 
faith — that is the reason. 

“Stefanie, I must speak to you seriously,” began 
the priest. “Do you. know. that the man you are 
serving is a devil? You must leave his house im- 
mediately, and I shall at once get a better place for 


ou. 

“Oh,” replied Stefanie, “if it is so good to be with 
a devil, I shall certainly stay with him! You need 
not look for another place for me, for I am not 
going to leave. I could have no better place than 
there where you think a devil lives.” 

“But you are not yet twenty-one and must obey 
your mother,” said the priest angrily. 

“Yes, I know,” replied the girl, “but I believe my 
mother will allow me to stay.” 

At this the priest’s anger grew. “If you resist me 
again,” he said, “I shall put you out cf the girls’ 
meeting next Sunday, and then what will your friends 
say to that?” 

“You need not put me out of the girls’ meeting,” 
was her quick response, “for I am not coming any 
more, I have found something much better; and as 
regards my friends, I intend telling them myself why 
I do not any fonger come.” 

“All right,” said the priest, “I shall certainly speak 
to your mother.” 

Later the priest said to her: “Stefanie, we have 
been to see your parents, and they have said that if 
you do not leave your present post and take one that 
we have secured for you, where you will earn far 
more than you do at present, they are going to com- 
pel you to work in a factory.” 

Poor Stefanie on her return told her mistress what 
had transpired, and her mistress went in person to 
talk with the parents. To her relief she found that 
there was no truth in what the priest had said; they 
had not even been to Stefanie’s home, The mother 
especially was very indignant. 

Now, as the next link in the chain, Stefanie’s 
mother came to the Gospel Hall at Oost-Roosebeke, 
and was genuinely converted. In her own home she 
welcomed the mission worker and gathered other 
women together to hear the message. She searched 
the Scriptures and grew in spiritual understanding. 

So was formed the little group of believers at the 
small town of Thielt in Flanders. 

The worker at Oost-Roosebeke, shortly after these 
interviews, paid them another visit, and they told 
him they had been looking for a hall that they might 
rent in which to hold weekly meetings. <A little later 
such a hall was actually rented and later purchased. 
It was an unused hall of the Socialists, in bad repute 
and in equally bad repair. Though situated some dis- 
tance from the center of town, this hall is still in 
use; but our people long for the day when they can 
have a better place, more accessible and more worthy 
of the Gospel they profess. 

Stefanie made rapid progress in the knowledge of God 
after accepting Christ as her Saviour. As has already 
been stated she had planned to goto the Congoas a nun, 
and already wore constantly about her waist the cord 
of her order, with which she must scourge herself 
daily. Her life became an overflowingly joyful one 
and the songs of the Gospel were ever on her lips. 
She had to perform many errands for her employer 
whose wholesale lace business entailed many visits to 
retail shops and individual buyers of lace. Wher- 
ever she went she radiated the joy of the Gospel, and 
although the homes she visited were all Catholic 
homes, she found a welcome. Some have said since 
that their happiest days were those in which Stefanie 
made them a visit. “When she came we forgot our 
troubles, and our little house changed into a Heaven,” 
remarked one. 

One of the last villages she visited was Doom- 
kerke. As she rode along on her bicycle, when she 
saw people working in the fields, she would alight 
and distribute to them the tracts and booklets with 
which she was always supplied. Arriving at the vil- 
lage after performing the errand for her earthly 
master, she resumed her colportage work, and so 
delighted were the villagers with her testimony that 
they refused to let her return home. Over and over 
she had to tell them her beautiful story of the loving 
Saviour whom she had found, who had _ perfectly 
finished the work of redemption, and who filled the 
heart of a believer with such peace and joy. The 
villagers were much surprised at what they heard. 
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Lesson for August 10 


“We are in terror of God,” said they, “and know 
nothing of all this of which you speak.” 

So happy was Stefanie in her work for the Lord 
that even the human relationships that brighten life 
made no appeal to her. When a young man asked if 
he might come often to see her, she replied, “Do not 
bother me with these questions. I have Jesus, and 
beside him I desire none else in life or death.” 

One day shortly before her last illness, a sales- 
woman whom she visited often told her how afraid 
she was of death. Stefanie looked at the woman 
incredulously. “Is it true then that you are so afraid 
of death?” she asked. 

“Of course,” came the reply, “who would not fear 
such an awful thing?” 

“Not I,” responded Stefanie, “for only to think 
of death makes me sing with joy, because by the 
door of death I shall enter straight into Heaven.” 

“But, Stefanie, how do you know that?” asked the 
woman, 

Then Stefanie had the opportunity to pour out in 
a glad torrent of words all the wonderful plan of 
salvation, and well did she know how to present the 
glorious truth. She finished thus, “Do you not know, 
madam, that Christ took our place on the cross, and 
when he died, said, ‘It is finished’? -This he has also 
done for you, but you do not yet believe on him, do 
you? But I believe on him because he cannot lie, 
and therefore I am the happiest girl in Thielt.” 

The saleswoman was not won, but her reply was 
interesting and illuminating. “Since there have been 
Protestants here at Thielt,” said she, “the priests 
tell us constantly that they are all such bad people. 
But I«have never heard in my church such beautiful 
things as you tell me; we who seek to gain Heaven 
by works are always so afraid of death, while you 


speak of dying as we speak of going to a fair. You 
are a hundred times better than we are.” 
How Stefanie loved her Bible! One day her 


mother asked her if she were faithful to Bible read- 
ing. “Oh, mother,” came her reply, “you need have 
no fear. ‘Sometimes when I have had to work until 
eleven o’clock, I am so anxious for my Bible, that I 


read until I fall asleep over it, and always, day and _ 


night, I am thinking of the second coming of. the 
Lord Jesus.” . 

Part of her duties was to clean the front windows 
and steps. As she cleaned she sang. Often the 
Catholic students passing would mock her, calling 
her “dirty Protestant,” hurling all sorts of vile re- 
proaches at her, and finishing up by soiling the clean 
steps and windows. None of these things, however, 
could alter her unfailing peace and joy. She was 
always on hand to aid with the women’s meetings, 
and on Sunday had a class of ten children in the 
Sunday-school, whom it was her delight to teach 
about the Lord Jesus: 

One day some people from a village called Maria- 
Aeeltre sent for her to come and sing for them, and 
this she did gladly, but it was in this village that 
she contracted the cold that finally led to pleurisy 
and her death. Her illness developed rapidly and one 
day the doctor said cautiously to her, “Stefanie, if 
the time came for you to die, would you be afraid?” 

At this, Stefanie, ill as she was, could not refrain 
from laughing. “Why, Doctor,” came her reply, “I 
shall never die, because those who have Jesus have 
eternal life. And,” she went on, “I must tell' you that 
I have already looked into Heaven, and there I saw a 
great crowd of angels who are waiting for me, and I 
saw my friend Marie Lowiezete, too, and my littte 
brother Aaron.” 

When the doctor went out he remarked that 
Stefanie was wandering in her head. Stefanie over- 
heard this remark, and to the doctor’s surprise, when 
he again came to her room, greeted him with this 
observation, ““No, Doctor, I was not wandering, but 
learned people like you do not understand heavenly 
language.” 

One day when she was nearing the end, Mr. Meers- 
man said to her, “Stefanie, are you glad to go?” 

“Oh, yes,” she said, “I am quite glad to leave this 
wicked world, and to go to be with Jesus.” 

It was a beautiful October morning when we had 
word here in Brussels that Stefanie’s funeral was to 
take place that afternoon at Thiclt. Quickly we 
gathered together a little group, and taking the big 
car were soon on the road. Through Assche, Alost, 
and Ghent we drove, then turned on to the Courtrai 
road, following the river Lys, with its pungent odor 
of. rotting flax, then another turn, and we were on 
the road leading into Thielt. The outskirts of the 
city seemed deserted as we drove through, but as 
we neared the part of the city where Mr. R.— lived, 
we saw crowds hurrying before us. ‘Soon traffic be- 
came blocked, and as we neared the home, we found 
ourselves in the midst of hundreds of: eager, curious 
townspeople crowding around the door. For them it 
was a tremendous event and they were in gala mood. 
They laughed, they called out one to another; it was 
as though we were in the midst of a crowd awaiting 
a circus parade. It was the first time a Protestant 
funeral had ever taken place in the town, and the 
people were beside themselves with morbid curiosity 
as to what would take place. As they surged about 
the car, and later crowded noisily about the house, 
we saw. some anxious glances exchanged between our 
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workers; but we knew that as long as a crowd laughs 
there is no great danger from them. 

Pushing our way through, reverently we entered 
the home. We saw with deep feeling that the Chris- 
tian employer was paying Stefanie all the honor in 
her death that he would have extended to one of his 
own family. He had converted one large room into 
a mortuary chamber draped with black and silver, 
where lay all that was mortal of our Stefanie. To 
share the bereavement of our little flock in Thielt, 
friends came from several Flemish posts of the 
Mission, in the true fellowship of the Gospel, and 
several of these brethren helped in conducting the 
funeral service. We all took our places in the pro- 
cession, walking behind the casket, to accompany the 
body to its last resting place. There were surely a 
hundred or more of us, and the thousands who lined 
the sidewalks all the way to the cemetery could not 
but be a little impressed. They saw the Mission’s 
Directors walking beside the rest, and could not but 
realize that we held in high honor this child of Thielt 
who “loved not her life unto the death.” Very few 
heads were uncovered as our group passed, and this 
breach of custom showed us more plainly than any- 
thing else could that we were despised by the ma- 
jority of the onlookers. As we entered the cemetery, 
hundreds crowded to meet us, and there we held a 
service for over an hour, preaching the Gospel to 
those hundreds who had never before heard it. 

Then the precious body was lowered into its last 
resting place. We all passed by and cast a little 
sod into the open grave. Then we went back to the 
home, where all who were present were offered 


\ bread and butter and coffee by the generous host, and 


-bys we returned to Brussels. 
What a mighty witness she bore 
Only the day of rewards shall declare 


after prayer and 
Dear Stefanie! 
in dying! 
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what this one short - life and valiant death have 
accomplished. 
BrusseELs, Betcium. 
we 


Delivered from Bandits 


By F. Howard Taylor, M.D. 
Of the China Inland Mission 


T THE recent Keswick, N. J., Student Confer- 

ence (June 21-30) attention was drawn to the 
dominant part taken by God himself in the mission- 
ary enterprise. Believing prayer — invoking and re- 
leasing omnipotence — was also emphasized, as a hu- 
man counterpart of that divine co-operation. Many 
missionary illustrations were given of these two factors 
in the world-wide work of evangelization. 

The whole conference seemed as one, in recognizing 
bre God saves, when man prays and works with 

im. 

A remarkable and heartening illustration of this 
principle came immediately after the dismissal of the 
conference. At one of its closing missionary meetings 
prayer was asked for Mr. and Mrs. Robert Porteous 
of South Central China, who for ninety-one days 
had been in distressful captivity. And the whole 
assembly united in waiting upon God to show forth 
his infinite power on their behalf. 

On June 30 or July 1 a telegram was received at 
the headquarters of the China Inland Mission in 
Shanghai announcing the release of these devoted 
workers and their safe arrival in good health at a 
central station. All who joined in the prayer will 
wish to join in the thanksgiving. God works when 
believingly we pray. 

GRENVILLE, QueE., CAN. 








Reaching isolated families with weekly 
lessons and messages of cheer 
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| The Sunday School-by-Post 


By Leah F. Collins 
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Newfoundland? Did you ever think that the 

ice and snow and cold would be alluring ? 
Perhaps you have, if you are under forty; but if you 
are older than that, I wager that a sugar plantation 
in the British West Indies sounds much more attrac- 
tive to you, much more interesting —and much more 
comfortable. A 

Both of these places, thousands of miles of land 
and sea from one another, as well as children in 
Canada and adults, too, of English, French, Canadian, 
American, Norwegian, Austrian, Indian, and even 
Persian parentage are reached monthly by lessons and 
letters from an office in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, 
Canada, from which arms of helpfulness and_friend- 
ship reach out to those to whom regular facilities 
for church school instruction are not available, to 
give them the help of the twenty-three-year-old Sun- 
day School-by-Post of Canada. : 

The Sunday School-by-Post was born in 1907, when 
Bishop Lloyd, of the diocese of Saskatchewan, 
noticed the growing tide of immigration from the 
mother country and the Continent to the prairies of 
the Dominion. He began plans at once for their 
religious education, resulting in the establishment of 
the Sunday School-by-Post, with a membership then 
of four, and now of about 7,400 in the Province of 
Saskatchewan alone. 

Run on a businesslike basis, the Sunday School- 
by-Post has grown to a large organization. Its head- 
quarters is still Saskatoon, its place of birth, but_its 
branches reach to many parts of the Dominion. The 
lessons sent out are only parts of the work, which 
includes, also, the sending out each summer of mis- 
sion vans, with workers, to isolated prairie home- 
steads and settlements. Christmas brings more work 
to the organization when cards and bundles are sent 
to members. Nine thousand cards were sent out last 
year to members and to mothers. When_ families, 
through sickness, loss of crops, or some other cause, 
are in straightened circumstances, the Sunday School- 
by-Post sends not only cards but toys, books, and 
clothing. These are furnished through gifts and are 
often sent from England and Eastern Canada. One 
hundred dollars was the Christmas postage bill of 
only one branch of the organization last year. An- 
other branch keeps in touch with mothers of enrolled 
members through frequent letters, thus keeping up 
the idea of the work, personal touch. 

Preliminary work to the lessons is often done, 
where possible, by students from Emmanuel College 
who take missions during the summer months. Clergy 
of the diocese also send in names for enrollment, 
as do workers with the mission vans and old mem- 
bers. These workers are never averse to scrubbing 
a floor, helping with the washing, or doing anything 
else an overworked mother needs help with, while 


D*s you ever want to live in a lighthouse in 
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they travel the back country in search of people to 
help. These also enroll members for the lessons, as 
well as taking infant names for the Font Roll, mem- 
bers of which are sent lessons as soon as old enough. 

The regular series of lessons is used mainly, al- 
though a set of Prairie Children lessons has been 
written by a member of the organization for special 
use. Teachers’ Manuals are sent, and those who 
desire to form small schools wherever possible are 
encouraged. Members of the Sunday School-by-Post 
are pledged to give one half hour weekly to lesson 
study and parents are asked to co-operate in this. 
Lessons are sent monthly and returned when finished 
to be corrected by volunteer workers, and awards 
and marks for good work are given. The lessons 
are printed by the General Board of Religious Edu- 
cation in Toronto, and are paid for by the Colonial 
and Continental Church Society of London, England. 
The lessons cost runs to twelve hundred dollars a 
year, and postage is thirty-five dollars a month. This 
is taken care of through gifts from friends of the 
work and from collections from children. These, of 
course, vary with the crops and conditions in the 
families. 

Results of the work are many. Eight thousand 
children are receiving the benefit of good religious 
education, hardly sectarian, although supported by 
the Anglican Communion, but using general leaflets 
and lessons. Summer brings the well equipped and 
efficiently manned mission vans to all accessible spots 
in the prairie sections. Personal touch, by letter, 
is kept through the winter, and it has been found that 
at Christmas the Sunday School-by-Post card or 
packages were the only remembrances of the season 
received by many of the families in isolated districts. 
Letters from them testified to this fact. Probably 
the most striking result of the work has been the 
workers for the cause of the church that have come 
to desire this life dedication through the Sunday 
School-by-Post and its part in their lives. One fam- 
ily, alone, has sent out three missionaries, one in 
South America. Many of the former members are 
teaching in Indian schools, and one is matron in 
an Indian boarding school in the Yukon. All of this 
coming from those four children who made up the 
initial unit of the Sunday School-by-Post. Surely, 
this work could be carried on to great advantage even 
in Eastern sections where families are isolated from 
church schools in our own country. 

Snow Hiri, Mb. 

we 


When I am living in the will of God, my enemy 
may shoot an arrow against me; by the time it reaches 
me it may glance aside if God wills, but if he wishes 
it to strike me, it has become God’s will for me— 
F. B. Meyer, in the Keswick Calendar. 
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LESSON 6. AUGUST Io. 


International Uniform Lesson.— I Samuel I: 1-28; 2: 1-11, 18, 19; 3: 1-18 
Golden Text.— My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother.—Prov. 1: 8 


HANNAH. 


(A Godly Mother) 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 
Foreword 
Saviour, while my heart is tender 
I would yield that heart to Thee. 
All my powers to Thee surrender, 
Thine and only Thine to be. 


Thine I am, O Lord, forever, 
To Thy service set apart; 

Suffer me to leave Thee never, 
Seal Thine image on my heart. 


—J. Burton. 
The Practical Aim 


To inculcate appreciation of and reverence for 
parents. 
The Historical Setting 

Basing our chronology upon that of the previous 
lesson, we may date the events of this lesson as fol- 
lows. The judgeship of Samson should probably be 
included in the period of the forty years of servitude 
under the Philistines (Judg. 13:1). From the his- 
tory of Samson it seems clear that there was no de- 
liverance wrought in Israel by his means. That servi- 
tude ran from 1081 B. C. to 1041 B. C. The judge- 
ship of Eli lasted forty years (1 Sam. 4: 18); 
therefore that extended from 1041 B. C. to 1001 B. C. 
It is possible that Samuel’s judgeship lasted twenty 
years (1 Sam. 7:2) from the death of Eli. That is, 
from 1001 B. C. to 981 B. C. We have no direct 
means of ascertaining how old Samuel was when he 
was brought to Eli at Shiloh. If he was a boy of 
twelve and Eli’s judgeship was just beginning, he would 
have been fifty-two at Eli’s death, and seventy-two 
when he made his sons judges (1 Sam. 8:1). This 
is as near as we can get. We may say that Samuel 
went to Shiloh about 1041 B. C. or later. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Samuel 1:9.—A post of the temple of the Lord. 
Literally, by a portal of the palace of Jehovah. This 
refers to the Tabernacle, not to the Temple proper, 
which was not yet built. The Tabernacle is called 
a palace not on account of any external splendor, but 
as the royal residence of the Lord, the King of Israel. 
Note the seven references to believers as a temple 
(1 Cor 3: 9-17; 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:16; Eph. 2: 20, 21; 
Heb. 3:6;3-1 Bet. 2353 4: 17). 

Verse 10.— She was in bitterness of soul. Compare 
Isaiah 1:17 where “oppressed” means the man who 
has been made bitter. Compare also Psalm 147: 2. 


Verse 11.—She vowed a vow. Made a solemn vow. 
All the days of his life. Samuel was a Levite, and as 
such he was not bound to the service of the sanc- 
tuary before he was twenty-five years of age, nor did 
his term of service extend beyond the age of fifty 
(Num. 8:24, 25). But his mother’s ideal for her 
boy went far beyond this, and she dedicated him to 
the Lord all the days of his life. He was to be not 
only a Levite, but a Nazarite. 

There shall no rasor come upon his head. He shall 
be a Nazarite forever (Num. 6:5). Compare the 
history of Samson (Judg. 13:5; 16:17). Note how 
this incident affords proof that the people were both 
acquainted with and observed the Mosaic law at this 
time. According to the destructive critics the section 
of Numbers containing the law of the Nazarite be- 
longs to the priestly writing. This, they say, was 
brought by Ezra from Babylon to Jerusalem and not 
published before 450 B. C. It will be noted that this 
theory is totally at variance with the facts brought 

fore us in the lesson for today. 

Verse 13.—Therefore Eli thought. Even good men 
may be grievously mistaken in their judgments. Com- 
pare the contrast in Matthew 26:8 and 10: “When his 
disciples saw’; “When Jesus understood.” 


Verse 16.—Daughter of Belial, This word is prob- 
ably derived from two words, the first meaning “with- 
out,” and the second meaning “benefit” or “profit.” 
Belial therefore means “worthlessness,” very nearly 
corresponding to our English word “vain.” But it 
does not carry merely a negative significance, but 
also a positive one. This is increasingly true as you 
go on through the Bible, until in the New Testament 
it is used as a proper name of Satan (2 Cor. 6:15). 
A daughter of Belial is simply a worthless, useless 
woman, such as a drunkard would be. But drunken- 
ness 1s a sins and Satan is the author of all sin. 

Verse 24.—When she had weaned him. Hebrew 
children were not weaned until they were at least 
three years old. Isaac was probably five years old 
when he was weaned. This may be calculated thus. 
From the call of Abraham to the Exodus was 430 


Devotional Reading: Luke 1 : 46-55. 
Primary and Junior Topic: Hannah’s Prayer Answered. 

Lesson Material: « Samuel 1: 1-28. 

Memory Verse: And this is the confidence that we have in 
him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he 
heareth us.—z John 5: 14. 

Intermediate and Senior Topic : How Can We Honor Our Parents? 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The Value of a Godly Home. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
I 39-18, 24-28; 2:19 

1:9 So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, 
and after they had drunk. Now Eli the priest sat upon 
a seat by a post of the temple of the Lord. 

10 And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto 
the Lord, and wept sore. 

11 And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of hosts, 
if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine hand- 
maid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, 
but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, then I 
will give him unto the Lord all the days of his life, and 
there shall no razor come upon his head, 

12 And it came to pass, as she continued praying before 
the Lord, that Eli marked her mouth. 

13 Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips 
moved, but her voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought 
she had been drunken. 

14 And Eli said unte her, Hew long wilt thou be 
drunken? put away thy wine from thee. 

15 And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am 
a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine 
nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before 
the Lord. 

16 Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial: 
for out of the abundance of my complaint and grief have 
I spoken hitherto. 

17 Then Eli answered and said, Go in peace: and the 
God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast 
asked of him. 

18 And she said, Let thine handmaid find grace in thy 
sight. So the woman went her way, and did eat, and 
her countenance was no more sad. 

24 And when she had weaned him, she took him up 
with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and 
a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the house of the 
Lord in Shiloh: and the child was young. 
ok And they slew a bullock, and brought the child to 

26 And she said, Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my 
lord, I am the woman that, stood by thee here, praying 
unto the Lord. 

27 For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given 
me my petition which I asked of him: 

28 Therefore also I have lent him to the Lord; as long 
as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord. And he wor- 
shipped the Lord there. 

2:19 Moreover his mother made him a little coat, and 
brought it to him from year to year, when she came up 
with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 








years (Gal. 3:17). Abraham’s seed was to be a 
stranger in a land not theirs four hundred years (Gen. 
15:13). Therefore from Abraham’s call to the ap- 
pointment of the seed was 430 minus four hundred 





Praying Hannah 
By Amos R. Wells 


Hi ANe AH was the mother of Samuel the priest. 
Day by day she prayed for him and praying 
never ceased. ‘Tortured by Peninnah, she took to 
God her cares. Daughter of Jehovah, she was a 
child of prayers. Now Eli was a man of God, but 
he was nearly blind; he could not fathom Hannah, 
nor any of her kind. Purblind was he to evil sons 
and all the sin they wrought, purblind to Hannah’s 
godliness and purity of thought. Yes, Eli was a 
holy man, and held a righteous rod. He thought 
that she was drunken for calling on her God. He 
thought that she was drunken while she was stand- 
ing there, her lips in anguish moving and lifting 
silent prayer. Yes, God bestowed on Hannah the 
blessing of her heart; he answered proud Peninnah 
and took the suppliant’s part; he gave to praying 
Hannah her crown of pride and joy, a mother’s 
crown of glory, a loving, blessed boy. What bliss 
te praying Hannah to watch his growing grace, to 
see the light of holiness arising in his face; to take 
him to God’s dwelling and leave him trusting there, 
her child of love and longing, her child of trusting 
prayer! Ah, who would be Peninnah, with harsh- 
ness in her life? And who would not be Hannah, 
Elkanah*s praying wife? She stitched into that 
yearly robe what loving, happy care; but she was 
robed more sweetly still, glad-garmented with 
prayer! 











years, that is, thirty years. Again, Abraham was 
aged seventy-five at the time of his call (Gen. 12: 4). 
He was one hundred years old when Isaac was born, 
That is, an interval of twenty-five years had elapsed. 
The difference between thirty years and twenty-five 
years is five years. Therefore Isaac was five years 
old at his weaning. Probably Samuel was not less 
than this, and he may have been even older. Biblical 
usage in this respect is more or less in agreement with 
the usage of the East to this day. And it is curious 
that both should be so contrary to modern medical 
opinion. Moreover, the period referred to as ter- 
minated by the weaning may well have included fur- 
ther years of growth and training and education, — 
the whole time, in fact, during which the child would 
naturally be under the mother’s care rather than the 
father’s. So that Samuel may have been about twelve 
years of age when he was brought to Eli. 

One ephah. This is approximately equal to one 
bushel. Shiloh. This is the modern Seilun. It is 
about nineteen miles northeast of Jerusalem. The 
most noticeable feature in the natural situation of 
Shiloh is its seclusion. On the east and north it is 
shut in by lofty hills of gray limestone dotted over 
with a few fig trees. On the south it is open to the 
plain. The child was young. Literally, the child 
was a child. The reference is not merely to his age, 
but to his childlike docility, meekness, and gentleness. 

Verse 25.—They slew a bullock. The bullock was 
for a burnt-offering with which Samuel was dedicated 
to God. The other two bullocks were offered as 
thank-offerings and peace-offerings with which El+ 
kanah feasted his friends. 

Verse 28.—I have lent him to the Lord. “Lent” is 
the same root as “asked” in verse 27. The meaning is, 
I asked the Lord for this child. Now he asks me for 
him back again. 

Chapter 2: 19.—A little coat. The coat was a priestly 
robe (Exod. 28:4). The same word is also used to 
describe a royal robe (cf. 1 Sam. 18:4). It seems 
to mean any kind of ceremonial garment. 


A Lesson Outline 
1. The complaint poured forth 
2. The desire granted 
3. The vow fulfilled 


Golden Topics 


1. God’s sympathy. It is good to know that God 
understands his people’s feelings whether of pleasure 
or pain. Hannah was quite sure about this when 
God had granted her the boon for which she so 
longed, Even children know something of what bit- 
terness of spirit means, and that bitterness is not 
always naughtiness. For some struggling little heart 
our lesson today may be a wellspring of comfort as 
he or she learns that his experience has been shared 
by God’s people before. 


2. Answers to prayer. Delays are not always de- 
nials. There may be many reasons why a wise and 
loving father will not grant his child’s desires -imme- 
diately, even if it were in his power to do so. Hannah 
had a long time to wait, and the time was made more 
difficult by human misunderstanding. 

3. Eli’s failure. Eli failed, poor man, probably be- 
cause he was too overwhelmed and preoccupied with 
his own troubles and grief to have thought to spare 
for others. But his position made the failure the 
more serious. Upon us teachers there rests inevitably 
a large burden of responsibility. We need to be 
more like our Master. We need to cultivate “a heart 
at leisure from itself, to soothe and sympathize.” — 


4. Christian parents should learn from this lesson 


* to pray for their children even before they are born. 


If there were more mothers like Hannah there would 
be more sons like Samuel. Samuel seems to have 
grown up steadily knowing the Lord without. inter- 
ruption. 

The time ultimately comes when the growing child 
has to think for himself and exercise faith for him- 
self. There is a kind of spiritual weaning as well as 
a physical one. The age will vary with different chil- 
dren. But each child must receive the Lord Jesus for 
himself.. A wise and sympathetic teacher led by the 
Spirit of God can do much to help young people into 
the calm, settled, and unshakable faith of maturity. 


Final Word 


Oh, give me Samuel’s heart: 
A lowly heart, that waits 
Where in Thy house Thou art, 
Or watches at Thy gates. 
By day and night, a heart that still 
Moves at the breathing of Thy will. 


TunsRIDGE WELLS, ENG. —J. D. Burns. 
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Lesson for August 10 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and-dccounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT phrase in the first chapter of 1 Samuel is 
strikingly similar to one in last week’s study of 
Ruth? 
2. What phrases in the record of the child Samuel are 
strikingly similar to certain records of the child Jesus? 
3. What other song of thanksgiving is very like Han- 
nah’s in 1 Samuel 2: 1-10? 
4. What inferential fact does this point to? 
5. What is the meaning of the name Samuel? 
6. Why should parents be careful in naming their 
children? (Personal.) 
7. How did Hannah prove that her vow was sincere? 
8. Under what conditions does Scripture warn against 
the making of vows? 


9. What call of God is there in Scripture for the dedi- 
cation of the first-born son to him? 

10. May not parents very wisely dedicate all their 
children to God? 

11. In all the wonderful organizations of the modern 
home, what is the most serious defect, as a rule? 

12. In what respects did Hannah prove herself a true 
mother? (Personal.) 
_ 13. What traits or habits of the man Samuel reflect 
clearly his mother’s example and teaching? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Mother.—Hannah . . . spake in her heart (1 Sam. 
1:13). High on the wall of my bedroom, opposite 
my pillow, hangs a good reproduction of a great pic- 
ture, Whistler’s “Mother.” The original is one of 
the world’s masterpieces, and was bought and is owned 
by the French nation. Whistler’s “Mother” is in 
the quietest and softest of colors, almost not colors at 
all, a gentle but strong old lady serenely sitting be- 
fore you in profile, children 4 gone, her work in life 
nearing its close, her mission fulfilled, waiting for the 
welcome, “Well done, good and faithful handmaiden, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” Over on that 
other wall is the picture of another mother. Mother 
Ridgway. It is not the picture of an old lady in cap 
with hands in lap and her life behind her, as the 
Whistler’s “Mother,” but the picture is that of a 
beautiful young girl in the. dress of 1850, and not so 
long married. It is Mother as we first saw each other 
when the nurse laid me in her arms and said, “It is 
a boy,” and Mother said, “We will call him William 
‘Hance after his grandfather.” Downstairs is a pic- 
ture of the gray and wrifikled casket that held Mother 
when she left us at ninety-four. When Mother and 
I meet again she will look as I first met her, for 
she will be like Him, say about thirty (1 John 3:2). 
Hannah, “the godly mother,” stood there that day, 
as Mother Ridgway would have stood with me, al- 
though from what I know of Mother she would have 
had her voice with her. Whether or not Mother dedi- 
cated me, I do not know, but I do know my life has 
been one of activity and interest in things that relate 
to God’s kingdom. Most all mothers, like Hannah, 
have the habit of keeping things spoken and unspoken 
in the heart. Mary, the mother of our Lord, did the 
same thing (Luke 2:19, 51). A woman’s heart, like 
her private drawer or box, seems to be a hiding place 
for the precious things. She ties up the spoken words 
with the red blood of her heart, as she ties up the 
written words with the blue ribbon of her love. 


The “Beginners.”—When she had weaned him, she 
took him... 
Three cheers for those modern additions to the Sun- 
day-school known as “The Cradle Roll,” and “The 
Beginners.” If you men who seem to have your re- 
ligion in your wife’s name (and I am told many of 
you read this Corner “religiously” every week be- 
cause it smacks of the street and market place and 
shop) will some day visit the Sunday-school and step 
into where the recently weaned Samuels and their 
sisters are busy with sand and scissors, you will get 
a revelation as to the work and efficiency of the mod- 
ern Surnday-school. When I meet my old friends and 
acquaintances they say, “Bill, you don’t grow a day 
older, how do you do it?” I reply, “Take a good dose 
of the elixir of life once a week.” “How come?” 
they ask. “Play with the youngsters in the Sunday- 
school, and their youth is ketchin’ same as their mumps 
and measles.” Only last Sunday I sat to speak to a 
teacher of little girls, and immediately I had two in 
my lap and two more had their arms around my neck. 
All this is “Dutch” to my old cronies, so I have to tell 


‘and advantages cannot surpass. 


. unto the house of the Lord (1:24). 
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them that they who wait upon the Lord renew their 
youth (Isa. 40:31). That boy and girl who enter 
the contest of life with no godly Hannah of a mother 
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early give their hearts to him, and their lives are beau- 


tiful, symmetrical, growing in grace daily, 
Then this other little tree! How like people we 


to take them “unto the house of the Lord” are ter- “know, who grew up with no knowledge of the Lord 


ribly handicapped for a happy and successful race. In 
the church to which I am attached (both meanings) 
the best part of the Children’s Day program for me 
is to see the young dad with “Samuel” in his arms and 
“Hannah” by his side dedicating the little one to the 
Lord and saying “I do” to the minister as he reads 
the vows. It so happens in our ; articular church that 
all these children, with rare exceptions, eventually 
join the church on profession of faith. They mostly 
come by way of the Sunday-school, and they 
come without any urging. They “just naturally grow 
into the church,” as Uncle Billy says. 


Beauty.—His mother made him a little coat, and 
brought it to him from year to year (2:19). How 
beautiful it must have been. I will let you girls de- 
scribe it. They knew how to do things with the needle 
in those days, and as for colors, they were past mas- 
ters. Go look at some of the Oriental handicraft in 
threads and yarns—the rich old pieces worth their 
weight in gold. The museums have them under glass, 
When mother love takes a year to it with a needle you 
can better believe it was lovely in its embroideries and 
colors. I take the London Illustrated News because 
it specializes in reproductions in color of the beau- 
tiful things that are found in the ancient civilizations: 
by excavation and tomb opening. They certainly 
loved beautiful things in the old days, and they. knew. 
how to make them. That wonderful: tabernacle, for 
example, would set the Hebrew pace in needlework 
and ornament (Exod. 26:1, 6, 36). When some 
Smart One talks about the race evoluting from the 
cave men and women I just turn over the pages of 
my Illustrated News and see the splendid workman- 
ship of metal and fabric that all our modern skill 
I had almost written 
“cannot equal.” I have before me the pictures in 
color of what has been found in Ur. The civilization and 
attainments of Ur, at the time Abram was called out 
from the city, were hoary with age. So as I read the 
cave man stuff I just lie back in my chair and laugh, 
and, making a gesture to the old Book, I cry: “Hur- 
rah for you, Mr. Genesis; you bet we came full- 
trbed from the hand of God, and in his image.” If 
you have it in your head that Hannah just took a 
gunny-sack, or equivalent, cutting off the bottom cor- 
ners and making a hole for the head, as the old mammy 
does for the pickaninny, you have another guess com- 
ing. Mother love and a skilled needle always work 
beauty; and beauty is one of the attributes of Heaven, 
if the twenty-first chapter of Revelation is still in your 
Bible! 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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Teaching by Objects 


By Ethel S. Low 





MatTERIALS: Two saplings, one straight from 
the ground up; the other bent close to the ground, 


or broken and branched. 
A SMALL boy or girl is like one of these baby 
trees, very easily bent one way or the other. And 
the mother is the first one who has the opportunity 
of molding the young life. 

I like to think this straight young tree is like the 
young man and woman born in a Christian home, 
with godly parerits, They grow up, knowing the Lord, 

















Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform. Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
3. July 20.—Moses. (A Courageous Leader.) 
Exod. 1 : 8-14; 2: 1-223 3: 1-145 II 31-103 32: 30° 
35; Deut. 34:1-8; Heb. 11 : 23-29 
4. July 27—Deborah. (May be used with Temperance 
Applications.) (A Leader in a National Emer- 


eh Of) MOORE ES PELE EEL EEL CEE Oe Judges 4:1-1§ 
gs. August 3—Naomi and Ruth. (A Study in Racial 
Relationshtos:)  oisstescaseciceseeseeas The Book of Ruth _ 


6. August 10.—Hannah. (A Godly Mother.) 

1 Samuel 1 : 1-28; 2: 1-11, 18, 19; 33 1-18 

7. August 17.—Saul. (A Man of Great Possibilities 

who Failed.) ....1 Sam. 8 to 113 13, 15; 16: 14-23; 
19 : 9-12; 28; 31 

8 August 24.—Jonathan and David. (A Noble Friend- 
ship.) ..1 Sam. 18:1-4; 19: 1-7; 20; 2 Sam. 1: 19-27 

9. August 31.—Amos. (A Herdsman Called of God to 
Bed PROOROEU caciccscacssvasseaste The Book of Amos 

10. September 7.—Josiah. (May be Used with Temper- 

ance Applications.) (A Royal Reformer.) 2 Kings 
: 22; 23:1-3, 21-25; 2 Chron. 34 and 35 
11. September 14.—Jeremiah, (The Prophet of Individual 


Religion.) ccccccccccscccs Jer. 1: 1-10; 14: 7-22; 31 3 27°34 
12, September 21.—Jonah, (The Narrow Nationalist 
Rebuked.) ...ccccvcce eccccccccccccce The Book of Jonah 


13. September 28.—Review. The Greatness of the God-fearing 


Jesus Christ, but, after years, heard the Gospel, and 
accepted him as their Saviour. Then their lives be- 
gan to grow straight and lovely in the Lord, but, 
down here, in those unsaved years, there are bad’ 
habits, warped ideals, all the things that make a life 
ugly. This little tree had no chance to grow straight. 
See the twists and bends and broken limbs. All tell 
of struggle and catastrophe. 

How those of us who have had Christian homes 
should thank God for them. And we should all praise 
him, that, even if we had not that privilege, by accept- 
ing Jesus Christ as our Saviour we can, even late in 
life, grow straight and beautiful to the glory of God. 

Mount Hermon, Cat. 


we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 

editors, which might otherwise be available. : 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 

full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference wil] be given to illustrations on that portion 
text indicated in the lesson list after the 

word “Print.” 

Iilustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
—- desired, though some on the Golden. Text are also 


The Secret of Beautiful Lace.-——] am a woman of 
a sorrowful spirit: I... have poured out my sow 
before the Lord (1 Sam. 1:15). The Brussels lace 
is superior to all other lace; so beautiful, so multi- 
form, so expensive. All the world seeks it. Do you 
know how it is made? The spinning is done in a 
dark room, the only light admitted through a small 
aperture, and that light falling directly on the pat- 
tern. And the finest specimens of Christian character 
I have ever seen are those: to be found in lives all of 
whose windows have been darkened by bereavement 
and misfortune save one, but under that one window 
of prayer the interlacing of divine workmanship went 
on until it was fit to deck a throne—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by B. B. Ajemian, Lebanon, Syria. 


When She Prayed for Thirty Dollars.— The Lord 
hath given me my petition which I asked of him (v. 
27). God answers prayer. . .. Let us trust him. 
A. Christian woman was in financial need. She had 
been talking a good deal to the Lord about it. Her 
income that month was thirty dollars. . . . She be- 
gan praying for the impossible, asking ‘the Lord for 
thirty dollars more. The next mail brought her a 
certain envelope. She writes about it as follows: “I 
opened the envelope when my husband and I were 
at breakfast, and my eyes began to feel queer, so that I 
had to wink fast, and there was a big lump in my 
throat. The envelope contained a check for $32.84, 
and instantly there was a little prayer in my heart, 
‘O dear heavenly Father, I just can’t thank you 
enough.’ Why, it just seemed as if the Lord were 
sitting right by my table.” Yes, but why say, “As x 
the Lord were’? For the Lord was. And he ha 
been standing right alongside when she had asked 
for, the impossible. Nor is the Lord’s bank account 
all used up yet. He has more checks, and his balance 
at the bank is large—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Ellen Ross, Strasbourg, Saskatche- 
wan, Can. 


Only Awaiting Orders.—I have lent him to the 
Lord; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord 
(v. 28). <A friend said to a mother whose son had 
been appointed as a foreign missionary, “I hope you 
will be able to give him up for the work.” “Qh,” 
said she, “I gave him up to God in his infancy, but 
never knew until now where God wanted him.”— 
From “Devotional Hours with the Bible,” by J. R. 
Miller. Sent by Emma C, Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 
Prize illustration, 


Angels and Needles.—Moreover his mother made 
him a little coat, and brought it to him from year to 
year, when she came up with her husband to offer 
the yearly sacrifice (2:19). Centuries ago idle men 
discussed the question, 'How many angels can stand 
on the point of a needle? A faithful pastor in Scot- 
land, returning home one night, saw the mother of 
seven children, herself a widow, mending the clothes 
of her bairns. “I know now,” he said to his wife as 
he came in out of the dark, “I know now how many 
angels can be supported on the point of a needle,” and 
then he told what he had seen—From Dr. Louis A. 
Banks, in “Problems of Youth.” Sent by William 
S. Bowden, New Albany, Ind, 


Both Knees.—My son, hear the instruction of thy 
father, and forsake not the law of thy mother (Golden 
Text). A lecturer recently declared at the outset 
of his lecture that he “received his moral training at 
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the knee of a devout mother and across 
the knee of a determined father.” One 
wonders how many of the oncoming 
generation will be enabled to make such 
a statement.—From the King’s Business. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Is Overstrictness the Trouble?—My 
son, hear the instruction of thy father, 
and forsake not the law of thy mother 
(Golden Text). A good deal of nonsense 
is being palmed off on the community 
about the reaction of the child from over- 
strictness in parental training. When I 
hear a man say, “My parents brought 
me up so rigidly that a reaction took 
place in my mind and I have turned away 
from religion,” I have sometimes asked, 
“Did they teach you to be honest?” “Yes.” 
“Were they strict about it?” “Yes.” 
“Did they teach you te tell the truth?” 
“Yes.” “Were they strict about that?” 
“Yes.” “Has any reaction taken place 
on these points?” No man learns the 
multiplication table from sheer love of 
it; but I never knew of anyone whose 
mind was in reaction against the multi- 
plication table—From John Hall, D.D. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


President and Professor of Education 
at Juniata College 





TuHeE PrINncIpLE OF GENERALIZA- 
TIoN.—Lead the pupil to discover 
the general law indicated by indi- 
vidual cases. 











S WE have often seen, it is not nec- 

essary to have before us a great num- 
ber of individual cases in order to 
discover a general law. One case, if 
typical, is sufficient. Hannah, in many 
respects, is typical of the godly mother 
in all ages, and we do well to recognize 
that material and scientific advancements, 
while they may modify the environment 
of life, do not change the fundamental 
obligations of human relationships which 
are divinely set the same in all ages. 
This is a much needed conviction for our 
day. Just as the little child is “the mas- 
terpiece illustration” of the Master 
Teacher, so the divine relationship be- 
tween parents and children involves a 
perennial obligation which on to the end 
of the age is vital and significant and 
should be assumed in the fear of the 
Lord and thus carried forward. 

In what respects does Hannah’s atti- 
tude set the standard for this relation- 
ship? First of all, her child was wel- 
come to her heart and home. She had 
asked him of the Lord. He came not as 
an unwelcome stranger into an unfriendly 
world. Then, too, she dedicated him to 
the Lord before he was born. Prenatal 
vocational guidance would save parents 
much heartache that cannot be cured by 
belated postnatal prayers or psychological 
direction. She gave her boy a godly 
name. Wherever he went his name ad- 
vertised the piety of his mother. The 
names we give our children might well be 
a matter of prayer. She was willing to 
give her boy to actual service for : 
She did not forget her vow when God 
had heard her prayer. She followed him 
with her love and prayer year by year, 
and lived not for her own pleasure but 
for her child. Those who desire more 
their own pleasure than the welfare of 
their children will never give to God one 
who will prove a blessing to his day and 
generation. The true mother is ever will- 
ing to walk back in the shadows if only 
her child may live in the light; she is 
willing to toil and pray unnoticed if only 
her child may find a place of service for 
her God 


Hwentinopon, Pa, 
He 


Beware of the tendency that makes you 
want to have things explained. Take it 
as auinvariable rule that when you want 
explanations it is because you are trying 
to evade obedience —Oswald Chambers. 
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Lesson Hymns 
“Pray, Pray.” 
“My Mother.” 


“Don’t Stop Praying.” 

“Mother’s Prayers Have Followed Me.” 
“Till I See My Mother’s Face.” 

“The Sweetest Story Ever Told.” 
“Tell Mother I'll be There.” 


ve 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou hast set us in 
families in the world. We thank thee for 
mother love, and we pray that we may not 
be ungrateful for all that this has meant to 
us. We pray today for mothers. May they 
draw their strength and wisdom amd loving- 
kindness from thee. May all of us here who 
have yet a mother in the home be reminded 
of how much that mother has meant to us, 
and how much we ought to do for her. May 
we not foolishly count ourselves so wise that 
we no longer need a mother’s advice, but 
may we realize the high privilege that we 
have in the love of a godly mother. We ask 
it in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—I wonder if any 
fellow here is ashamed to be tied to his 
mother’s apron strings? Well, boy, just 
be thankful that you have a mother, and 
that she can wear an apron, and that 
she thinks enough of you to tie a string 
to you! Some day after you have grown 
up, and are feeling around in a time of 
doubt about what you ought to do, you 
would be glad enough to reach out, and 
touch your mother’s hand, and ask her 
to let you get hold of one of those old 
apron strings! The mother of Samuel 
was a woman of prayer. How much 
Samuel owed to her throughout his won- 
derful life we may not know exactly, but 
we do know that she led him into the 
Lord’s work. What a great thing that 
is for a mother to do! Did you ever 





TWO PRIVILEGES 
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notice how most grown-up men speak 
with the greatest tenderness about their 
mother? They know, as they did not 
know when they were youngsters, how 
much she has meant to them. Let us 
say together the Golden Text, “My son, 





hear the instruction of thy father, and 
forsake not the law of thy mother.” Let 
us pray. : 

.P HILADELPHIA, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD 1 Samuel 1: 1-28; 2:1-11, 18- 
ai; 3: 1-18. 

The teacher will find this to be a favor- 
ite story with the little folks, and perhaps 
many of them can tell it themselves. How- 
ever, for the sake of some who may not 
have been taught the lesson, the teacher 
must watch closely to see that the time 
is not all taken up by the few, and also 
be sure that the ones who do not know 
the story may hear it clearly told. 

Help the class to get the proper set- 
ting for the lesson by showing that Han- 
nah lived a long time ago, perhaps one 
hundred and forty years after Ruth and 
Naomi. It was while the children of 
Israel were without a regular ruler, and 
they were still living just about as they 
had been. Many of the people did very 
wickedly. We wonder if this was the 
reason Hannah prayed so earnestly for 
a-son, believing that God would use him 
when he grew up to call the people back 
to God. This may have been so, for she 
promised, “I will give him unto the Lord 
all the days of his life.” 

The Tabernacle was at Shiloh at this 
time, and all the people went there to 
have the priests offer their sacrifices, 
and to worship God. It was while Han- 
nah and her godly husband Elkanah were 
at Shiloh offering sacrifices that Hannah 
made this earnest prayer to God. The 
children may not understand why Eli, 
the priest, should accuse Hannah of be- 
ing drunk. The teacher should tell the 
class that many of the children of Israel 
had learned the sinful ways of the heathen 
people around them. Eli himself was a 
good man and loved God. But he al- 
lowed his sons, who were also priests, to 
behave very wickedly, and the worship 
of God was often disgraced by very wrong 
doings. Hannah explained that she was 
praying to God out of a sad heart. Then 
Eli gave her his blessing. 

Hannah believed that God would an- 
swer her prayer, so she was not sad any 
more, but went back home very happy. 
Ask the children if God gave Hannah 
the little boy for whom she had asked 
him. Talk with them a few minutes 





“Underneath are the 
everlasting arms” 
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i i all their affliction He 
was afflicted, and the 
angel of His presence sav- 
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about Ged’s love and faithfulness, and 
let them tell you what name Hannah gave 
her little son, explaining that Samuel 
means “Asked of God.” So whenever 
Hannah called his name she was reminded 
of God’s answer to her prayer. 
hat did Hannah do about her prom- 

ise to the Lord? We know that Hannah 
loved to hear the patter of little feet 
about the house, and that she loved to feel 
the soft warm baby arms about her neck, 
but she was true to her word. She did 
not go with her husband to the feasts 
at Shiloh until Samuel could go too. 
Then the happy father and mother took 
their little son to Eli, and Hannah ex- 
plained that he was God’s answer to her 
prayer, saying that she had lent him to 
the Lord as long as he should live. Han- 
nah sang a beautiful song of praise to 
God. Then she and Elkanah went to 
their home, leaving little Samuel to grow 
up in the Tabernacle serving the Lord 
from his babyhood with Eli the priest. 

Talk with the class about Hannah and 
Elkanah visiting Samuel when they went 
to Shiloh to offer the yearly sacrifice. 
What did Hannah always bring her little 
boy? We know that every stitch in those 
little coats was put in with a mother’s 
sweetest love. 2 

Tell the children that God rewarded 
Hannah’s sacrifice by giving her three 
other sons and two daughters. 

The lesson would not be complete with-: 


out showing that God continued to: 


answer Hannah’s prayer, and that he ac-‘ 


cepted the gift of her son by calling Sam-. 
uel, while he was. just a boy, to be a 
prophet or messenger to the people. The 
first message sent by Samuel was io Eli, 
on account of the awful sinfulness of his 
sons. After Samuel grew to be a man 
he called the sinning people back to God, 
and he was their judge for a long time. 

We know it made Hannah very happy 
for her son to be God’s prophet. 

Help the children to find these precious 
lessons in this week’s lesson story: God 
is love, and he delights to answer earnest 
prayer, either giving the very things asked 
for or something far better; Hannah 
gladly gave her son back to.God for his 
service, and the Lord atcepted the gift, 
and let the boy Samuel serve him in his 
house; God gave his message to Samuel 
while he was only a boy. 

Repeat the Memory Verse: “We know 
that he heareth us” (1 John 5:15). 

Sing “Sweet Hour of Prayer.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


The God of home and mother: 
(1) The mother’s faith and love. 
(2) The child’s return. 


NOTHER very old-fashioned lesson, 

this, for the young girls of modern 
America — one of those stories of home 
and mother that have made those two 
words so freighted with meaning that no 
one yet has ever fully expressed it. That 
they may mean no less to our girls of 
today let us pray that we help them catch 
the real depth and beauty of this Old 
Testament story of family life. 

For here we have again emphasis on 
the God whom the Hebrew family knew 
and worshiped, the God they recognized 
in the intimate life of husband, wife, and 
child. Let us remember as we study that 
the God of Naomi and Ruth, of Hannah 
and Elkanah, is still our God, the God 
whom Jesus of Nazareth knew as 
“Father” and taught us to love and pray 
to as “Our Father.” Let us remember 
that, as a normal human boy, he learned 
of his heavenly Father through just these 
very records of the Jehovah-God whom 
his human ancestors had worshiped, whom 
his own mother and foster-father taught 
him to reverence and love and pray to. 
And not yet has even modern young 
America found any higher conceptions of 
God than those he taught us, nor will any 
higher ever be found. 


(1) First, in this story, we note the 





fact that this wife, Hannah, felt that 
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Lesson for August 10 


the God whom she worshiped truly cared 
about her, just a woman with a great 
longing for a son. She believed of him 
that he would hear her cry to him, that 
he not only could grant her the desire 
of her heart, but that he would. She 
was one of those souls of whom a prophet 
of her own race long afterward wrote, 
she “thought upon his name,” counted 
upon his loving concern over her life, 


_ and brought to him her_life’s problem 


for solution. 


less gratitude for his granting her prayer 
that she could express it in nothing less 
than “lending” the son God gave her to 
him from his early childhood, for service 
in the house of worship she loved so well. 
And God gave her rich reward for such 
devotion in the presence of three other 
sons and two daughters in the home left 
lonely after little Samuel’s departure for 
the Temple. Surely we see here the 
secret wellspring of a godly mother’s life 
—faith in the true God, devotion to 
prayer, and worship proved by withhold- 
ing nothing but giving her best and dear- 
est to the Lord’s service. 


(2) Then we see the full fruit of faith 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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| should live. 
She brought to him, too, such a bound- | 
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in such a God as Hannah knew and served 
in the life of that son he gave her — 
one of the few blameless lives recorded 
in the Seriptures, and one rich in service 
to his mother’s God and to his country. 

How entirely to be expected of such 
a child of such a mother that he, too, 
should worship the Lord then—in his 
house of prayer —as his mother had be- 
fore his birth, when she “lent” him to 
minister unto the Lord as long as he 
The lovely picture of her 
yearly visits tO this little son, bringing 
the little coat of her own making as the 
child Samuel grew before the Lord be- 
tokens the tenderness of the relation be- 
tween mother and son. 

And can you think of anything sweeter 
to such a mother than to see such a son 
increasing in favor both with Jehovah and 
also with men? 


Home Study 


As you record Hannah’s faith in God 
in your outline notes this week, think 
earnestly of what could be truthfully re- 
corded of your own mother’s faith. Are 
you making return to her as Samuel did, 
in following’ her faith in your own life? 


Rasun Gap, Ga. 
ye 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHristTIAN YouTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having.a copy of 
CurisTIAN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNbDAY 
ScHoot TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 

1. What man had trouble in his house- 
hold because he married two wives? 

2. Who thought a woman drunk be- 
cause she prayed so earnestly? 

3. How did Hannah show her faith 
after she had prayed? 

4. What name did a woman in our les- 
son give to her son to remind her of a 
vow? 

5. What boy never had a haircut be- 
cause of a vow his mother made? 


6. What gift did Hannah bring her 
son each year? 
we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The boy my mother thinks 
I am. 


Discussion: What do boys’ mothers 
want them to be? What is the differ- 
ence. when a boy has an earnest Chris- 
tian mother? 


| anette Fulfilling God’s plan for a 
life. 





| career. 











S. | 


AY, fellows, somewhere I have seen 

some verses, each one ending with 
the line: “I wish I. was the boy my mother 
thinks I am.” They are: supposed to re- 
flect a fellow’s sad discovery that he has 
fallen far short of the high standard his 
mother fixed for him. And his sadness 
is mixed with the fear that his mother 
might make the same discovery. Mother 
is the last one to believe the evidence 
against him —if indeed she will believe 
it at all. Some months ago a poor fellow 
in this State was condemned to the elec- 
tric chair. He had committed an atro- 





cious crime, according to the evidence, 
but he denied it. His lawyers made a 
brave fight to save him, and some friends 
put up the money to finance his defense 
in court; but the evidence was conclusive, 
and the jury took only a brief hour to 
unanimously adjudge him guilty. One by 
one his friends gave him up. <A few 
were willing to help him finance an ap- 
peal to a higher court. But the young 
fellow broke down and confessed his 
guilt. Then all deserted him, but one. 
That one was his mother.. She still be- 
lieved in her boy; she could not believe 
him guilty of that crime. It was so far 
below what she had expected of him, 
But the court had decreed, and the only 
thing she could hope for was to secure 
a commutation to a life sentence. She 
never ceased her efforts until she got that 
much for him. He may make a model 
prisoner, and possibly one day he may be 
pardoned; but he can never live his life 
as.a whole as his mother had planned and 
expected of him. 

There’ was a time back in the early 
days of that boy’s life when a very small 
decision most likely would have turned 
the course of events so that he could have 
fulfilled his mother’s expectations. In- 
stead of being known as “No. 37,451” in 
the State pen, he might have been known 
by his name —the name his mother gave 
him —as a respected citizen of his com- 
munity. The turn of his career could 
have happened in the decision of one small 
moment, or in the action of a half hour. 
It might have been on an afternoon when 
he made a choice between two kinds of 
companions for just that brief time. 
Smaller things than that have proved to 
be*the hinge on which a life turned. I 
sometimes think that if at such a moment 
of decision a boy could remember his 
mother and, knowing her expectations of 
him, decide he will be true to them, it 
would be the means of changing his 
destiny for good. Not that such is the 
highest incentive. The highest incentive 
is the desire to be what Jesus Christ 
wants a fellow to be. But the Lord often 
very largely operates for a fellow’s guid- 
ance through a consecrated, mother’s de- 
votion, which of course means a Chris- 
tian mother. 

Samuel had what we would today call 
a consecrated Christian mother. She ded- 
icated her boy’s life to God and to the 
service of God even before he was born. 
And when he was old enough to be sep- 
arated from her she did not forget her 
vow, but took him to the Temple and 
placed him in the care of the priest. She 
was true to her promise, and she was so 
intent upon carrying it out fully that she 
took no risk of trying to rear him at 
home. She had promised that every day 
of his life, so far as she could determine 
it, would be wholly. the Lord’s. So she 
broke her own heartstrings to place him 
in what she regarded as the place of 
absolute separation and safety. 

And Samuel made good. "He fulfilled 
the consecrated desires of his mother. 
And thereby he fulfilled the design of 
God in his life. As you read the first 
three chapters of the First Book of 
Samuel, notice, fellows, how. Samuel fol- 
lowed the course of his mother’s prayers. 
That course led him into a wonderful 
He was the greatest of Israel’s 
judges and is commonly rated as only 
second to Moses. 

Are you beginning to fulfill 
mother’s prayers, fellows? 
asking God for, for you?) Do you know? 
Can you imagine? Perhaps she would 
not object to your asking her, if you do 
not know. 

Are you “the boy your mother thinks 
you are”? 

GrEENSsBORO, N.C, 


we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of August 3) 


your 
What is she 


It completes the history of that period. 


of ‘wdc its companion book, Judges, gives 
only tribal movements, wars, rulers, and 
the like, by showing the village and domes- 
tic life of the times; and it supplies a link 
in the genealogy of Christ. 

2. The word Bethlehem means “House of 
Bread. 
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mentioned in the genealogy of Christ (Matt. 
1: 1-16), as well as being the great-grand- 
mother of the greatest king of Israel, David, 

They represent a definite period in 
old Testament history, that of the Judges, 
and especially the domestic life of that 
period. 

5. That, despite the war-like tribal life 
of the period, there was still preserved in 
the home the genuine belief in Jehovah, 
upon which the womantliness of their charac- 
ter was based, revealing the gentler graces 
of personalities in sharp contrast to the rude 
background of their times. 


6. Naomi means pleasantness, and Mara 
means bitter. 


7. The most momentous result of Ruth's 
choice was that by her course she entered 
the royal line of David, and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


8. John 1:12 states: “As many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power to be- 
come the sons of God.” Also see Romans 
S: 16, 27. 

9. Matthew 19: 29 states: ‘‘And every 
one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, 
or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall 
receive an hundredfold [10,000 percent], 
and shall inherit everlasting life.” 

10. She was the wife of Mahlon (Ruth 
4: 10). 

11, She went part way to Judah and re- 
fused the first suggestion to return. 

12. We find here an example of the office 
and privilege of the next-of-kin, the Jaw of 
the redeemer of the family line and name, 
in Boaz’ acceptance of his place in Naomi’s 
family —a type of the redemptive work of 
eur Saviour. 

13. Personal. 





Children at Home 








Cong-Sing’s Bible 


_A True Story 

By A. O. Stott 
EE-MEE, which means “Small 
Sister” in Chinese, was a pupil in 


the “School of True Wisdom” in South 
China. 

She was a bright, interesting scholar, 
and was always very keen on the Scrip- 
ture lesson which she loved best of all. 
Some of the others said, ‘“Mee-Mee will 
never come out top-side in her examina- 
tions, because she is more anxious to 
know her Bible than other subjects,” but 
nevertheless she always managed to do 
well all round. 

When she did, however, secure first 
prize for Scripture, her face was so ra- 
diantly happy that her teacher said, 

“Well, Mee-Mee, you are evidently 
very pleased.” 

“My heart is ten parts joyful, Honor- 
able One,” she replied. “I wanted so 
much to excel in the Holy Book knowl- 
edge.” 

“That is wisdom, little sister. Store 
up the good words in the cupboard of 
thy mind, and then when needed they 
will help thee to be brave and strong.” 

Miss Wilson dismissed her pupil with 
a smile. She knew that Mee-Mee tried 
to follow Christ in her daily life and 
loved him with sincerity and loyalty of 
heart. 

Some time after, Mee-Mee was to be 
baptized, and she was allowed to choose 
her own new name which she must try 
to imitate afterward. She much wanted 
to be Lu-teh (“Ruth’) or Mo-li-o 
(“Mary”), but at last she decided upon 
Cong-Sing, which means “True Heart.” 

“That is generally what a boy is 
called,” said the matron. “Why not be 
called ‘Pure Love’ or ‘Gentle Virtue,’ 
little sister? Such names are so suit- 
able for Chinese girls.” ‘ 

But Mee-Mee had made her choice. 

One day some months after her bap- 
tism a certain girl in her dormitory, 
who disliked her for no reason except 
that True ‘Heart always kept the rules 
and set a good example, resolved to 
arinoy her. She managed to take the 
little girl’s Bible and hide it in a Chinese 
charcoal brazier. These are small round 
brass bowls, fitted with a tight lid pierced 
with many holes, and the girls used them 


3. She-is one of the only three women } in the extremely cold weather fer warm- 
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ing their hands and feet. The time had 
come for putting them away in the store- 
room cupboard, so Cong-Sing’s brazier 
would not be disturbed for months. ° 

As soon as she discovered her loss, 
the little girl searched everywhere, but 
all in vain. The head girl over her 
dormitory also disliked Cong-Sing, be- 
cause she was a Christian, so the matron 
and Miss Wilson were informed that 
the pupil, whom they thought so “num- 
ber-one excellent,” was untidy and care- 
less about her things and could easily 
find the lost Bible if she chose. 

It was most unlikely that any of the 
other girls would have taken the book, 
a copy of which every one of them pos- 
sessed, and it was of no value for sell- 
ing, and so the teachers were much per- 
plexed. In spite of all their repeated 
commands Cong-Sing could not, or would 
not, produce the Bible, and so was in dis- 
grace. 

Fortunately indeed for her and surely 
as a direct answer to her many prayers, 
the school watch dog at last solved the 
mystery of the lost Bible. 

In chasing a rat through the school 
cupboards, he overturned True ‘Heart’s 
brazier, and its strange contents fell out 
on the floor. 

With what joy did the little girl seize 
her treasure, and the matron and Miss 
Wilson were convinced at once that a 
cruel trick had been played upon her. 
True Heart never uttered the least sus- 
picion, though she had been told who had 
caused her loss, but, now that her be- 
loved Bible was recovered, nothing else 
seemed to matter. She resolved never 
to let it out of her sight again, and night 
by night it was carefully placed under her 
pillow. 


Dark days were, alas! quickly approach- |. 


ing for all Chinese Christians, young 
and old, and the need for “True Hearts” 
was soon to be shown everywhere. 

When the summer holidays drew near, 
the school broke up early, as traveling 
had become dangerous because of rob- 
bers on the roads. True Heart’s home 
was very distant, so she had to remain 
behind with the matron till somebody 
came to take her back. She was quite 
happy helping in any way she could, and 
enjoying herself in the empty school 
buildings. 

One evening when it was getting dark, 
after “sunset rice,” she was playing with 
Ah-Lee, the matron’s little son, when a 
band of Antichristian students and others 
rushed in through the Compound gate. 
They seized all the religious books on the 
classroom shelves, looking about for 
every Bible, Testament, and Scripture 
picture they could find, with which they 
started a big fire in the outside yard. 

“See! See! What a blaze of all this 
foreign doctrine and evil teaching! Not 
one trace of it shall be left tonight.” 

The matron and True Heart stood 
helpless, for the students numbered at 
least fifty strong young men, and they 
were very determined. 

The little girl had picked up her Bible 
from the kitchen table where she had 
put it just before beginning to play with 
Ah-Lee. Not knowing that she was hold- 
ing it fast in her hands, she gazed spell- 
bound as the fire flared up and revealed 
everything clearly. Suddenly a big tall 
student, who was a sort of boss of the 
others, caught sight of True Heart hold- 
ing her precious Bible and rushed toward 
her. He tried to wrench it from her. 
The little girl faced him, her eyes flash- 
ing, her small body tense, determined to 
fight to the last. . ; 

“You must burn me first,” she said in 
a firm clear voice. “This book contains 
my heavenly Father’s words to me. Can 
I willingly let you burn such before the 
eyes of his child?” 


The student paused, astonished at 
the little girl’s brave attitude. And sud- 
denly, for some unknown reason, his 


hands dropped and True Heart in a flash 
rushed swiftly out of a back door. 

The others were about to follow her, 
but the student succeeded in preventing 
them. 

“Let the small one be. She is only a 
foolish child. The book cannot hurt her 
yet. phe has no more brains than a baby 
cow. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


So True Heart made her escape, for 
God blessed her and delivered. She had 
indeed shown herself worthy of her hon- 
orable name. 

“Never, oh, never, will I part with my 
precious Holy Book,” said True Heart 
later to herself. “God will always help 
me, I know, to protect it, and it shall 
be my constant companion all my life.” 

And this she is doing in far-away China 
today, and setting us all an example to 
follow in her steps. 


WortHING, Sussex, Enc, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Aug. 17. When Jesus Traveled: What He 
Saw and Did. Luke 8: 22-48. 

Aug. 24. Is Education Worth What It 
Costs? .Why? Prov. 3: 13-18. 

Aug. 31. Why Are Industrial Missions 
Worth While? 1 Cor. 9: 19-23. 

Sept. 7. Our Crusade Plans. Exod. 33 : 12- 
1s. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, August 10 
How to Become Truly Popular 
(Phil. 4:6, 8; 1 Pet. 3: 8-11) 





Mon.—Be kind (Eph. 4: 32). 
Tues.—Be unselfish (Phil. 2: 4). 
Wed.—Be modest (Luke 14: 7-11). 
Thurs.—Be generous (Acts 20 : 35). 
Fri.—Be hospitable (Heb. 13 : 1-3). 











Sat.—Be helpful (1 Cor. 16: 15, 16). 

What is real popularity? 

Can “It,” or personality, be developed? 
How? 


Is it worth while to seek popularity? 


N THINKING about the question pro- 

posed by our topic, “How Become 
Popular?” it is well that we should first 
understand what popularity means. What 
is it to be popular? The dictionary tells 
us that it is “to be suitable to the public 
in general.” Think for a moment, do 
you want to be popular? 

Barabbas suited the Jewish rabble, yet 
he was a thief and a murderer. The 
people acclaimed Herod as a god, and 
sent up a mighty shout of approval when 
he appeared before them in his royal 
robes, yet he was a wicked man and God 
slew him because of his presumption. 
Robespierre and Marat, although their 
hands were red with the blood of hun- 
dreds of victims, were hailed by the 
masses as popular heroes. Even in our 
day the public does not hesitate to draw 
some of its idols from a group of motion 
picture stars whose lives are one succes- 
sion of escapades, divorces, and even de- 
bauches. pe 


To look at the other side of the pic- 
ture, it was the crowd, egged on by the 
jealous chief priests and rulers, that put 
Christ to death. It was the crowd that 
stoned Stephen. Paul never became “pop- 
ular” during his lifetime, but, instead, 
stirred up opposition, envy, and jealousy 
wherever he went. The Christian mar- 
tyrs during the early days of the church 
were put to death to tickle the popular 
fancy. Joan of Arc was burned at the 
stake while the crowd looked on. Few 
truly great men have been popular dur- 
ing their lifetime. . 


pd 

When we turn to-God’s Word we find 
no admonition there to become popular. 
Instead, we are told that true followers 
of Christ are to be a “peculiar” people 
(Deut. 14: 2; 1 Pet. 2:9); they are to be 
separated from the crowd in that they 
are not to do many things that the crowd 
does. This very fact in itself, as some 
of us know, is a sure way to become un- 
popular. Did you ever take a definite 
stand against a certain thing that some 
of the crowd with whom you had been 
| associating considered all right? Did you 
| become popular by taking such a stand? 
| Of course you didn’t. And the very fact 
that you refused to join them, even 
though you may have uttered no criti- 
cism of the others, nevertheless opened 








you to their disapproval. A Christian’s 
stand against anything that he considers 
wrong for himself always brings a con- 
demnation to others that are engaging in 
that particular thing, and _ therefore 
arouses their anger and opposition. 


Nevertheless God’s Word also makes 
it plain that while we are not to expect 
to be popular, the Christian is to give no 
just cause for offense. It is possible 
to stand for the right things and yet do 
so in a way that is unloving and harsh. 
It is possible to be right, and yet unkind 
and self-righteous. And so we find in 
our first Scripture lesson an admonition 
to be gentle (Phil. 4:5), to be trustful 
and not anxious (Phil. 4:6), to think 
pure and lovely and wholesome thoughts 
(Phil. 4:8), and to think kindly and of 
the virtues of others (Phil. 4:8). 

Our second Scripture lesson urges us 
toward those Christian virtues that 
should characterize every true child of 
God, yet which we find lacking, some- 
times, among those who name the name 
of Christ, -—love, pity, courtesy, unwill- 
ingness to retaliate evil, and peaceable- 
ness. 

But all of these qualities we find in 
their fullness and completeness in only 
one Person, the Lord Jesus Christ him- 
self. Because in their completeness they 
are in him alone gives us no cause to 
despair. God’s Word teaches us that his 
plan is that in us is to be lived out the 
life that is Christ. It is the great truth 
that Paul expresses when he said, 
“Nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in. me” (Gal. 2: 20). Do you want 
a noble, Christian character? There is 
one way described in God’s Word that 
you may have it and that is by letting 
Christ live his life in you. He does it 
when we yield to him all that we are 
and have, and trust him, moment by 
moment, to live his life in us, and when 
we keep clean the channels through 
which ‘his life is supplied,—the instant 
confession of sin, the daily feeding upon 
his Word, and daily fellowship with him 
in prayer. - 


And the life that is Christ is a win- 
some and attractive life. It does win 
others, but it wins them to Christ and 
not to self. Popularity attracts others to 
ourselves and what we are. The life that 
is Christ wins others to him and to what 
he is. We hear a great deal today about 
so-called “personality,” or “It.” It is 
true that there is a place for individual 
personality in the life that is Christ, but 
it is a personality that is utterly yielded 
to him and transformed by his grace, — 
a personality that radiates not “It,” but 


im. 
ge 
_Why do I want to be attractive and win- 
ning? 
Whose personality are others seeing in 
me,— my own or Christ’s? 
PHILADELPHIA. 


1 
A Letter from Bethel Mission 


To THE EpiTor: 


We have been rather distressed to 
have received several letters .addressed 
in this fashion: Miss Jennie Hughes, 
formerly at Bethel, care of China Inland 
Mission, Shanghai, China. 

We are on most cordial terms with the 
aforesaid Mission, but we wondered just 
what this meant, until friends informed 
us that it was being circulated at home 
by some that Bethel Mission was closed, 
and again another group was circulating 
a report to this effect—that “Miss 
Hughes and Dr. Stone had registered 
Bethel and consented to the hanging of 
Sun Yat Sen’s picture and worship of 
the same, and as a result the Goverh- 
ment had given permission for the re- 
opening of Bethel.” 

Most naturally we are distressed that 
such a report should have started. Our 
hospital and training school for nurses 
was given a license to continue the work, 
and it was only when a group of Chinese 
civilians guaranteed that we should not 
have the worship of the picture of Dr. 
Sun forced upon us that we consented 
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to reopen the work and accept the 
license. 

Bethel Mission has never been closed for 
one hour since God appointed us to open 
that work ten years ago. When bombs 
were flying over the premises from the 
Arsenal two years ago and we mission- 
aries were obliged to evacuate because 
we were foreigners, our pastors and 
evangelists never left the premises, our 
big tabernacle services continued without 
interruption, and the medical work was 
uninterrupted. When patients, women 


and children, fled from the hospital be-: 


cause of our close proximity to the 
Arsenal, the hospital was filled with’ 
wounded soldiers from the battlefield 
outside Shanghai. 


At the present moment every conceiv- ° 


able space in every building is crowded 
with Bible students, famine orphans, 
over forty workers and evangelists, and 
a crowded hospital. Missionaries are 
working there every day and we only 
wish our number were multiplied. 

We have one evangelistic band out in 
Yunnan, near “Tibet, and have just_re- 
ceived a report of the first Bethel Bible 
Conference. Another band is in the war 
area and completed a week of glorious 
evangelistic meetings just before the city 
of Kaifeng was looted. The band has 
gone to visit four other large cities in 
the war district encouraging the hearts 
of the Christ##ns and calling the unsaved 
to repentance. 

A third band is far in the interior of 
Anhwei Province in a district full of 
bandits, and our women members of the 
band were urged not to go, but we 
couldn’t keep them back for the call of 
God rang louder than the threats of the 
bandits. Hallelujah! . 

Yours rejoicing in victory and a vic- 
torious Lord, 

Jennie V. HvucHEs. 


17 Arsenal Road, Shanghai, China. 





With the New Books 











Philip Mauro’s Latest Book 


The Hope of Israel. What Is It? 

By Philip Mauro. (Hamilton Bros., 

120 Tremont sey Boston, Mass., 
2. 


HE main argument of Mr. Mauro’s 

. latest volume may be summed up 
in a sentence: The hope of the Jews is 
identical with the hope of the Gentiles, 
namely, salvation through the atoning 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
and this is the only hope of the Jews 
for all time to come. That is, there is 
to be no future restoration of the Jew- 
ish kingdom, or return of Israel, to 
Palestine; and all the promises made 
to Israel in the Old Testament which 
were not fulfilled up to the time of 
Pentecost are only to find their fulfill- 
ment in the Church, which the author 
continually refers to as “the true Is- 
rael.” The idea is not new, having 
found its advocates in many ages of _the 
Church, but the strange interpretations 
upon which Mr. Mauro makes it to rest 
should be noted. 

Thus in the promises of God to Abra- 
ham (as in Gen. 17: 1-8), the author 
teaches that the phrase “seed of Abra- 
ham” does ‘not, ultimately, refer to his 
seed according to the flesh, the Hebrew 
people, but to his spiritual seed, the 
whole world of Christian believers. Con- 
sequently the promise of Canaan as an 
eternal ‘possession does not refer to the 
earthly territory of that name, but to 
the heavenly privileges of all believers 
in the. Lord Jesus. Furthermore «he 
says, “There is no prophecy, of the-later 
or the earlier prophets, which foretells 
the return of the Jews to Palestine.” 
One cannot understand the way in. which 
Mr. Mauro handles his Scripture ma- 
terial at this point. For, after discuss- 
ing various passages in the 30th chapter 
of Deuteronomy, he entirely ignores the 
fifth verse, which predicts that against 
which he is arguing: “And the Lord 
thy God will bring thee into the land 
which thy fathers possessed, and thou 
shalt possess it.” Two of the most im- 
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portant passages bearing upon the ques- 
tion of Israel’s restoration to the land 
are not even mentioned, namely, Leviticus 
26: 42-46; Jeremiah 23: 3-8; while the 
‘essential phrases of Deuteronomy 32: 
43, 44 are not discussed at all. This is 
mot the way to prove the teachings of 
the Bible. Isaiah 11:10, 11 he makes 
refer to the coming of the Gentiles to 
Christ in this day of grace. 

Many years ago the great German 
Biblical scholar Kurtz wrote a word 
about the relation of Israel to Palestine 
that is beautiful and true: “This bond 
(the covenant of God with Abraham) 
still continues, even though Israel has 
been banished for seventy and again for 
eighteen hundred years from the land 
of its inheritance. As the body is adapt- 
ed and destined for the soul and the soul 
for the body, so is Israel for that coun- 
try and that country for Israel. With- 
out Israel the land is like a body from 
which the soul has fled; banished from 
its country, Israel is like a ghost which 
cannot find rest.” 

The famous prophecy in Zechariah 
14: 4-9, foretelling the Lord’s return to 
the Mount of Olives, is interpreted by 
a scheme of allegory. The passage be- 
gins: “And his feet shall stand in that 
day upon- the mount of Olives, which is 
before Jerusalem on the east, and the 
mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst 
thereof toward the east and toward the 
west, and there shall be a very great 
valley; and half of the mountain shall 
remove toward the north, and half of 
it toward the south.” The Mount of 
Olives, says Mr. Mauro, is “a symbol 
of, the Jewish nation,” which “divided” 
over the question of the Messiahship of 
‘Jesus at his first advent. The “north,” 
consequently, refers to those who reject- 
ed him as the Christ, and the “south’— 
-“the place of acceptance with God’— 
refers to those who received him. Thus 
the author returns to the unsound meth- 
ods of Origen with his dangerous and 
fanciful allegorizing of the Word. Those 
passages which predict that a river of 
water will flow from the sanctuary in 
Jerusalem (eg. Zech. 14:8; Ezek. 
47:5) are said to have been fulfilled in 
the outpouring of the ‘Holy Spirit on 
the Day of Pentecost, which, Mr. Mauro 
believes, took place not in an upper 
room but in the Temple itself. Without 
entering minutely into this identification 
of the river of water in the Old Testa- 
ment with the outpouring of the Spirit 
in the New, we should at least remind 
ourselves that for nearly nineteen hun- 
dred years no rivers of spiritual bless- 
ing have been flowing from this sacred 
place! Nor is there any hint anywhere 
in the New Testament that these prom- 
ises were then and there fulfilled. 

The farther one advances into the ar- 
gument of the book, the more evident 
it becomes that on this road lie only 
darkness and confusion. If the last 
chapter, on the millennium, is the natural 
and inevitable conclusion of Mr. Mauro’s 
preceding interpretations, it condemns 
the whole system. He spiritualizes the 
chaining of Satan in Revelation 20: 1-8, 
denying material reality to this and the 
bottomless pit, and he makes “the first 
resurrection” identical with conversion! 
Believers -are said to be reigning upon 
thrones now. Most startling of all, he 
quotes with approval the statement that 
“we are either in the millennium, or we 
have passed through it,” Satan being 
now chained! How utterly inconceiv- 
able! With hundreds or thousands of 
ordained ministers denying the cardinal 
truths of the Christian faith, with a 
moral darkness settling down upon our 
cofitemporary civilization of appalling 
depth, with millions of God’s saints suf- 
fering in the body of this flesh, and with 
catastrophes in the natural world occur- 
ring with ever greater frequency, to be- 
lieve that Satan is now chained, and that 
this is the millennium,— surely not even 
an unbeliever could be made to believe 
these things. 

The inconsistencies and contradictions 
of Mr. Mauro’s books on the Kingdom 
have long troubled students of prophetic 
literature. This chapter on the millen- 
nium only adds to this confusion. As 
recently as 1925, when the author pub- 
lished his comprehensive commentary on 
Revelation, “The Patmos Visions,” he 
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not only made the millennium to be in 
the future, a time of perfection on the 
earth, but he strongly denounced Heng- 
stenberg’s exposition of this passage, of 
which Mr. Mauro wrote that the millen- 
nium with this writer “is left floating 
about, as a thing that had had its fulfill- 
ment somewhere in the past of this pres- 
ent dispensation.” Then he added, “This 
is ‘post-millennialism’ of a sort I had 
not hitherto heard of.” And yet in four 
years Mr. Mauro himself swung com- 
pletely around to this fantastic idea. 

Christian people will only wish, as 
they lay down this book, that the good 
things Mr. Mauro has to say, and they 
are not a few, were found in a line of 
interpretation consistent in itself, and 
true to the Scriptures as understood to- 
day by that great body of believers in 
which he is rightly reckoned. 


Parallel Lives of the Old and New 
Testaments. By Clarence E. Macartney, 
D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.75.) . Biography is fascinating 
always, especially that of Bible men and 
women, and if the Christian reader thinks 
he is already familiar with all such, he 
has many surprises awaiting him in Dr. 
Macartney’s book. Nine characters se- 
lected from the Old Testament are pic- 
turesquely described, compared, and con- 
trasted with the same number in the New, 
the suggestion, of course, being taken 
from Plutarch’s “Parallel Lives.” Some 
of these portraitures couple, as we might 
expect, the lives of David and Peter, 
Abel and Stephen, Elijah and John the 
Baptist. Other comparisons are doubly 
interesting because of their newness, such 
as those of Balaam and Judas, Zedekiah 
and Pilate, Ebedmelech and Onesiphorus. 
Every chapter is splendidly done, with 
soft, tender touches on the characters 
where such are needed, and bold, sure 
strokes on those of others. There are 
frequent quotations from the best in 
classic literature, and many fine lessons 
are drawn- for the reader’s warning or 
encouragement. 


The Bible in My Everyday Life. By 
Eugene Franklin Reese. (System Bible 
Co., 4750 Sheridan Road, Chicago, $2.85.) 
Almost every one knows of the wide- 
spread ministry of that fine body of 
Christian traveling men, the Gideons, in 
placing Bibles in hotel rooms all over 
the land. And those of us to whom 
these Bibles are familiar will recall also 
the small printed slip that is usually 
pasted on the inside cover of the Bibles, 
with such suggestions as, “If trade is 
poor, read Psalm 37 and John 15.” “If 
skeptical, read John 6:40 and John 7 
17.” “If you are in trouble, read. . ., 
and the like. Of course these passages 
can touch upon only a few of the most 
common troubles and problems of life. 

Have you ever had difficulty in turning 
quickly to just the Bible passage that 
would guide you in your own personal 
problems? A compilation of a great num- 
ber of Bible references has just been 
published, which is noteworthy in its selec- 
tion and emphasis of texts as they deal 
with one’s own life and conduct. 

The compiler has been one of the prin- 
cipal contributors to “The System Bible 
Study,” which is itself unique in the 
vast amount of information it makes 
readily available, particularly with ref- 
erence to so-called “hidden” verses. 

“The Bible in My Everyday Life” does 
not claim to be a scholarly, exhaustive 
classification of all Scripture, but it does 
aim to provide — and the author has suc- 
ceeded remarkably well in providing — 
a comprehensive grouping oi Bible pas- 
sages on the topics that should be of 
most interest and importance in guiding 
one’s own conduct. 

The topics are grouped under six main 
heads, Individual Life, Home Life, Social 
Life, Business Life, Religious Life, and 
Citizenship. These again are divided into 
general divisions, with further subdivi- 
sions in astonishingly large number. 

Thus under Business Life, we have 
texts grouped under such general topics 
as Character, Reputation, Influence, 
Counsel, Friendship, Enemies, Ambition, 
Stewardship, Wealth, Employer, Em- 





ployee, Contracts, Borrowing, Lending, 
Service, Business Virtues (with thirty- 
four sub-topics), Business Vices and 
Shortcomings (with twenty-seven sub- 
topics), and Business Crimes. 

To illustrate further the fullness of this 
work one might turn, for example, to 
just one of the divisions under Religious 
Life, namely, the Road to Heaven. Un- 
der this are as many as fifty-six sub- 
divisions, such as Conscience, Forgiveness 
of Sin, Regeneration, Spirituality, Testi- 
mony. The division devoted to Jesus the 
Christ includes thirteen subdivisions, one 
of which, Jesus as Saviour, contains 
twenty-nine passages. Similarly the sub- 
division, Salvation, contains thirty-six 
passages, including all the most precious 
ones, such as John 3; Romans 3: 23-25; 
Galatians 2:16, and others, and further 
strengthened by a simple system of sup- 
plementary references calling attention to 
other texts under similar or allied topics. 

The above will indicate that the author 
has been thoroughly evangelical in his 
selections, and the book rings true to 
the Gospel. 

The texts are in every case printed in 
full, using the King James Version of the 
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Bible, and a simple system of classified 
and alphabetical indexing further adds to 
the usefulness of the book. 

The work has benefited by the over- 
sight of the well-known scholar Dr. A. 
T. Robertson, of Louisville, Kentucky, 
who has provided also an illuminating 
Introduction. Dr. Robertson reminds the 
reader that “Mr. Reese is not trying to 
prove theological doctrines by bringing 
together these selections, but to put in 
handy form passages calculated to 
strengthen one’s faith in Christ as Lord 
and Saviour and to brighten one’s path 
in the midst of trials and temptations, 
and to increase one’s loyalty to Christ 
and usefulness in the kingdom of God.” 

It is the hope of the compiler that 
rather than displace the reading of the 
Bible itself, these selections will have 
the effect of stimulating to further and 
deeper Bible study, as readers are urged 
to turn to God’s Word itself for the 
context and the broader meaning of the 
whole chapter providing the background 
for each respective truth brought out. 
The compiler’s efforts are to be heartily 
commended, and, it is hoped, will be 
found widely useful. 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
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Her Prayer For a Son 
a Prayer For Revival 


HE great spiritual scholar, Canon 

Fausset, says that “Hannah’s desire 
for a son was subordinate and subsidiary 
to her higher desire that he should be 
the instrument of a religious revival, then 
so much needed in Israel. Her vow 
implies how much she felt the need of 
some extraordinary instrument being 
raised up to stem the tide of evil.” 





August 4 to 10 
Mon.—1 Samuel 1:9-11. Hannah’s Vow. 


European nations give bonuses for big 
families in order to increase their fight- 
ing men. To Hannah childlessness was 
an “affliction.” Taking a pledge is some- 
times risky, but a motherhood ‘“vow” 
like Hannah’s is always ‘proper. Ffudson 
Taylor, China’s great inland mission 
leader, was given to the Lord before his 
birth. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Chinese churches at Bankok, Siam, where 
the native churches have taken over the 
responsibility for the circulation of the 
Scriptures formerly done by paid colpor- 
teurs; for the twelve thousand Scriptures 
already placed in homes and shops. 


Tues.—1 Samuel 1: 21-28 Hannah’s Gift. 


The Hebrew weaning was at three 
ears of age. The Septuagint Version 

justifies Dr. Kirkpatrick in drawing this 
picture: “Elkanah leads the bullock to 
the north side of the altar of burnt-of- 
fering in the court, and binds it to the 
horns of the altar. Hannah brings her 
child, and lays his hand on the head of 
the victim in token that it is his repre- 
sentative; at that moment Elkanah slays 
it (Lev. 1:5). Its blood is sprinkled 
and its limbs burned as an emblem of the 
complete dedication of the child.” The 
literal word is “gave,” not “lent,” in 
verse 28. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
little church at Tanky, Annam, where a 
little flock of believers have been permit- 
ted to build @ new church, the materials 
for which have been gaihered in faith. 


Wed.—1 Samuel 2: 18-21. Hannah’s Love. 


Blessed be the thimbles, pin cushions, 
and work baskets used by hands that 
make little suits for little shavers. The 
little coat was a long upper tunic worn 
by kings, prophets, and notables. The 
Speaker’s Commentary suggests that “the 
mention of the ephod [a garment cover- 
ing the shoulders and girdled round the 
waist] and the robe as worn by the youth- 


ful Samuel, taken in connection with his | * 


after acts, seem to point to an extraordi- 
nary and irregular priesthood to which he 
was called by God in an age when the 
provisions of the Levitical law were not 
yet in full operation.” 

Prayer SuGcEsTions: Pray for the 
eight cadets of the Bible Institute of 
Costa Rica, of the Latin-American Evan- 
gelistic Campaign (C. E. Mason, Treas- 
urer, 129 South Broad Street, Philadel- 
phia, Pa.) who are now working in Peru, 
Bolivia, Colombia, Panama, Costa Rica, 
Honduras, El Salvador, and Nicaragua; 
for the twenty-two students in active 
service trained during the last six years. 
Thurs.—Proverbs 31 : 25-31. 

The Worthy Woman. 

This Hannah-like mother of King 
Lemuel (v. 1), who was either an ideal 
ruler (Fausset) or some Arabian poten- 
tate (Perowne), is a model for twentieth 
century Christian women. The whole 
chapter draws an exquisite picture of 
woman in her proper sphere — ideal wife, 
mother, and household mistress. In literal 
reading, “she laugheth at” the future (v. 
25). She crosses no worry-built bridges. 
And the sons and daughters do not come 
home after midnight (vy. 27). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Shag- 
dur, who, when his little son died, wrote 
the missionary to the Buriats, under 
whom he was converted, and who was 
translating the New Testament into this 
Mongolian tongue by the aid of the Bible 
Society of Scotland, that he wished to 
give his little boy’s saved-up birthday 
presents as a gift to the Lord for the 
translation. These amounted to forty 
kopecks. They might be enough, thought 
Shagdur, to pay for the dots over the 


“Vs” in the name of Christ. 


Fri—1 Samuel 15: 17-23. Obedience. 


Saul was an ancient Modernist and 
Samuel an ancient Fundamentalist. Saul 
used a minus sign on the Word of God; 
he “interpreted” it to be the opposite. 
Though Samuel loved him, he tore him- 
self from Saul. Samuel refused any 
allegiance with the disobeyer. It is not 
so with many prophets today; they hob- 
nob with compromisers and deniers of 
the faith. Samuel utterly condemned Saul, 
because he (the prophet) chose “to be 
of one mind with God in all God does.” 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for the 
All-Russian Christian Evangelizing 
Union (Room 411-A, 156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City); for its bitterly perse- 
cuted ministers and teachers, some im- 
prisoned or exiled; pray for the supply 
of all needs. 

Sat—Proverbs 1:1-9. The Wise Son. 


“David,” says Matthew Henry, “whose 
life was full of troubles, wrote a book of 
devotion: for ‘Is any afflicted? 
pray.’ Solomon, who lived quietly, wrote 
a book of struction: for when the 
‘churches had rest, they were edified.’” 
The two basal principles of true wis- 
dom for the young are to fear God and 
to obey one’s parents (vs. 7-9). The 
fear. t the Lord is reverential trust (Psa. 
19:9). 

PrayER Succestions: Pray for the 
missionaries stationed on the border of 


Let him. 
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evangelizing, and that the doors into this 
long closed country may be opened under 
the present régime. 


Sun.—Luke 1: 46-55. The Magnificat. 


Hannah’s hymn of praise should be 


compared with the Virgin Mary’s, for 
the one is the prototype of the other. 
No doubt Hannah’s desire fer mother- 
hood was that hope of all true Hebrew 
women, to be ‘the possible mother of the 
Messiah. Hannah’s son was a type of the 
just and holy coming King, God’s anointed. 
Mary’s evident knowledge of Scripture 
surely included the thought of Hannah’s 
hymn; both reflect God’s eternal principle 
to abase all human, godless pride, and to 
exalt in due time all true humility. 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for revival 
to stir Christian mothers for the dedica- 
tion and training of their children for 
the Lord; aud for the children of Chris- 
tian parents im the perils that beset them 
on all sides. 
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SO picture minded has the public become that the church with- 
out modern methods of visual instruction is seriously handicapped. 
“Still Projection’’ is ideal for visual instruction, for it provides ample 


opportunity for close observation and discussion. Abundant subject 
matter is available. Write for complete details. 


BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL COMPANY 
Rochester, New York 
Makers of Orthogon Eyeglass Lenses for Better Vision 


693 St. Paul Street ie 






re 
CALATER Vitiom TRROWCH 
ort SCHEME 





























RR Bee me care © 








an 


so038. 


LOnNA 
~ sa 


Ate ae Tt 


